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Hope College
A
Miracle on
Eighth Street
scriptwriter could not have outlined a better plot.
Tt was dubbed by sportswriters as “The Miracle on
L Eighth Street.”
Toumalists with a penchant toward analogy noted
J that the “Wonderful World of Disney is not in
California, or Florida, but in Holland, Michigan.”
\JLThat you had was a national championship won
r f by the Hope College women’s basketball team
before a delirious home crowd in dramatic come-from-
behind fashion on free throws by a player with a
Hollywood name.
JT Tope’s first-ever NCAA Division III national team
JL JL championship capped a storybook season under a
first-year coach whose squad had not even been picked
to win their conference.
\Jews from Hope College shares the excitement of
1 V these historic sports moments on pages 9-12.
They call him Coach
The Hope College Chapel Choir spring tour
in March was the last for Director Roger
Rietherg ’47, who is retiring at the end of
the academic year after 36 years with the
college. Seethe story onpages six and seven.
CAMPUS NOTES
A major donation by Gerrard W. and Edna Van Tatenhove '47 Haworth will create “The
Gerrard W. and Eddie Haworth Endowed Scholarship Fund" at Hope College. Pictured
from lefi to right are Dr. John H. Jacobson, president of Hope College, Gerrard W. Haworth
and Edna Van Tatenhove '47 Haworth.
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On the Cover:
Seniors Dina Disney of Brandenburg,
Ky. ( lefi) and Holly VandenBerg of Grand
Rapids, Mich. ( right) hold aloft the trophy
awarded to the women’s basketball team
following its victory against St. John
Fisher College of New York on Saturday,
March 17.
The win in the Holland Civic Center
earned the team the NCAA Division III
national championship — the first such
championship won by any Hope College
team.
A capacity crowd watched the game,
which saw Hope rally from a 20-point
deficit in the second half and win with two
free throws made after time had run out.
Details of the incredible contest can be
found on pages nine through 12.
HAWORTH SCHOLARSHEP:
Gerrard W. and Edna Haworth have
presented Hope College with a gift that
will be used to create a major endowed
scholarship.
“The Gerrard W. and Eddie (Edna)
Haworth Endowed Scholarship Fund” will be
available to students with a demonstrated
financial need who show promise of making
a positive difference in the world, and will
provide three four-year scholarships each
year. The first recipients will be awarded
scholarships from the fund during the
1990-91 academic year.
“We’re very grateful to Gerry and Eddie
Haworth for remembering Hope College in
this way,” said Dr. John H. Jacobson,
president of Hope College. “This is a very
significant gift, and we’re very pleased that
it will be possible to create an endowment
to provide significant financial aid to
deserving Hope College students.”
G.W. Haworth is chairman of the board
of Haworth Inc. , the firm he formed in 1948
as Modem Products. He and his wife Edna
(Eddie), a 1947 Hope graduate, live in
Holland, Mich.
The Haworths’ gift of $538,000 repre-
sents a long-standing interest in education.
G.W. Haworth came to Holland in 1938 as
an industrial arts teacher, a position he held
for nearly 10 years. Eddie was an English
teacher.
The Haworths’ establishment of the
scholarship fund is not ending with their
financial contribution, however. They hope
to have opportunities to interact with the
scholarship recipients.
“It’s both Eddie’s and my desire to have
active participation in the scholarships and
to get to know the students who receive
them,” G.W. Haworth said. “It would be
enriching to us to know their activities and
their successes.”
Haworth Inc. , a multi-national company,
is the world’s largest manufacturer of office
furniture and seating. The company is
known for its innovative, quality products
and services. Haworth has a broad-based
multi-product line, 1989 sales exceeding
$500 million, more than 3,600 members
worldwide and more than 300 dealers in its
worldwide dealership network.
NEW FOOD SERVICE: A joint
venture has been formed by Hope College
and Calvin College to offer a high-quality
food service to their students and the
communities where they are located.
Announcement of the joint venture,
which will begin June 1, was announced by
William J. Boer, vice-president for adminis-
(see “CAMPUS" on page 3)
Quote, unquote is an eclectic sampling of
things being said at or about Hope College.
r | ^he Reformation was not an end but
I rather a landmark in a'continuing
journey of religious experience that has not
yet reached its conclusion, according to Dr.
David A. Hubbard, president of Fuller
Theological Seminary in Pasadena, Calif.
Hubbard spoke on “A Fresh Look at the
Reformation” in Dimnent Memorial Chapel
on Thursday, Jan. 25 after receiving an
honorary doctor of letters degree awarded
by the Board of Trustees. Hubbard was
recognized both for his career and his
leadership of evangelical Christianity.
“More than anything else the Reforma-
tion is about the church,” Hubbard said.
“But it’s more than a series of 16th century
events.”
“It’s part of the whole process of renewal
— of transformation — that God uses to
take his church from that beginning picture
in Acts to that end-time picture in the
Revelation,” Hubbard said.
Hubbard based much of his discussion
on Revelation 21, which says “Then I saw
a new heaven and a new earth; for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. And then I saw
the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband...”
The passage speaks of the city as being
so strongly lighted by the glory of God that
night would never come, and the unclean
and false would be unable to enter.
“It’s the vision of the future, not the
nostalgia of the past, that best captures the
spirit of the Reformation and the biblical
mood,” Hubbard said. “That’s why the holy
city adorned like a bride is so vital. As
daughters and sons of the Reformation, we
joyfully acknowledge our part in that
church which God is in the business of
reforming and readying to be part of that
brilliant, spotless bride.”
Hubbard said that three steps must be
made in taking a fresh look at the Reforma-
tion: looking behind it, beyond it and
beneath it.
“We move behind the Reformation
because we see the Reformation as a
landmark, not an iron curtain,” Hubbard
said. “We move behind it to the understand-
ing of the early church fathers.”
The second step, moving beyond the
Reformation, involves being open to other
denominations, such as the Roman Catholic
Church, according to Hubbard. “We must
not interpret the Reformation to mean that
the Roman Catholic Church is permanently
apostate,” Hubbard said. “There are many
present signs of renewal.”
“And finally we move beneath the
Reformation,” Hubbard said. “Beneath it to
its formal principle: the inspiration, author-
ity, sufficiency and power of Scripture —
testing all things, including our own
expressions of Reformed theology in the
light of that authoritative Scripture.”
“We move beneath it to its material
principles: faith alone; grace alone; Christ
alone,” Hubbard said. “They set us free to
change and to grow.”
Hubbard concluded by saying that he
believed an intermediate step exists between
that landmark of Reformation and the
ultimate goal of transformation. “In be-
tween Reformation and transformation is
what I would like to suggest could be called
'preformation,’ ” Hubbard said. “Where
we open ourselves to the glory of the
church, the power of the word, the signifi-
cance of our history and the oneness of the
body of Christ to begin to be formed into
that likeness which we'll assume and be
part of — and there as members of the new
Jerusalem we descend adorned as a bride
for the bridegroom.”
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(continued from page 2)
tration and finance at Calvin, and William
K. Anderson, Hope’s vice-president for
business and finance.
Hope has an enrollment of 2,770 while
Calvin’s student body totals 4,325.
The colleges currently contract with an
outside firm for food services. The new plan
calls for the colleges to form a management
company that will be responsible for the
food service on each campus.
Anderson and Boer said the joint venture
will allow the two schools to provide a
quality food service to their students at a
more controlled cost while maintaining
local management control.
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD: Hope
College presented a distinguished achieve-
ment award to well-known Kalamazoo,
Mich, attorney Winfield “Wink” Hollander
on Thursday, Feb. 8.
Hollander was honored for his service to
the college, his church and the Kalamazoo
community.
The award was presented during a dinner
held for the college’s Kalamazoo-area
alumni. More than 60 people attended the
event.
“Hope College is pleased to honor Wink
Hollander — not just for what he has done
and what he’s accomplished, but also for
the way he’s done it,” said Robert N. De
Young ’56, vice president for college
advancement at Hope College. “We in a
sense pay tribute to him for those principles
that motivate him to serve.”
Hollander has contributed to two en-
dowed scholarships at the college: the
Winfield J. and Ardith Hollander Scholar-
ship, named for both Hollander and his late
wife, and the John L. Hollander Scholar-
ship, created in memory of his father. Five
students are currently being supported by
the two scholarships.
His three children attended Hope Col-
lege. His son, John L. Hollander ’56, lives
in British Columbia, Canada; daughter
Edna Hollander ’60 Ter Molen lives in
Evanston, 111. ; and daughter Janet Hollander
’63 Blough lives in Vicksburg.
TV APPEARANCE: The Hope
College Symphonette, under the direction
of Professor Robert Ritsema ’57, is sched-
uled to appear on the internationally
televised program Hour of Power on
Sunday, April 29. The Symphonette partici-
pated in a worship service at the Crystal
Cathedral in Garden Grove, Calif, during
their recent spring tour.
CAREER ASSISTANCE: The
Office of Career Planning and Placement at
Hope College is hoping to increase the
number of career opportunities it can relay
to graduating seniors by calling on the
talents and resources of alumni.
According to Dale Austin, director of
Career Planning and Placement, the office
is interested in hearing from alumni who
know of openings — and pertinent informa-
tion, such as the position’s minimum
requirements, responsibilities, salary and a
contact person — at their place of employ-
ment. Openings in all fields are sought.
Austin said the major benefit will be to
the students, but added that the students’
gain could also be each firm's gain. “A sharp
graduate from Hope College may end up
Poetry anthology features Hope alumni
wjr ope alumni are at the heart of A While Longer Before
the Cold, the book produced by Jack Ridl, associate
professor of English, during his sabbatical this fall.
ope alumni are at the heart of A While Longer efore “Discovering that these voices have continued to sing was a
si s s ls S'f associa,e s oTi»rr; ^ s
or 800 or
to careers that involve writing.
A few have even made poetry
their profession.
Like the authors, according
to Professor Ridl, the poems
are widely ranged. “These
poems roam our experiences
sensitively, intelligently,
bravely,” Professor Ridl says
in the book's editor's note.
“The range is exciting, the
variety a challenge to any
ideologue, the chorus
heartrending, provocative,
transcendent, affirming.”
The writers remain as
distinct and different
from one another as
when they held their
own in class,” Professor
Ridl observes. “They
remain as intimate as
the evident love at the
heart of each piece.”
Professor Ridl explained that one great challenge posed by
the project was reaching his former students, each of whom
was invited to contribute to the book. Ultimately, there were
about 20 persons he was unable to contact.
Of those who were contacted, 24 chose to participate.
Many contributed one or two works; some submitted as many
as five.
Professor Ridl noted that he found the response heartening.
Quicksilver Brushes
Pop had a pair of Quicksilver brushes
that turned any ordinary lampshade
into a snare drum
he used to juke up his old phonograph
with the emblem of the dpg listening
for his master ’s voice
I would listen to Pop drum for hours
the floor would vibrate in my room at night
to bis tapping foot
and through the newspaper clippings
and postcards pinned to my w ail
Pop’s voice would echo
“Jeepers... Creepers... Where’d you get those Peepers?”
 Barry W. (’88)
Just doing it at all is a
remarkable achievement,”
he says. “Composing a
poem not in the relative
leisure of an all-nighter
because it's due the next day
but rather under the fiercely
ironic pressure of no
assignment and in the midst of
the bombardment of daily life,
one often discovers a new and
richer respect for anyone able to
do such a thing.”
Professor Ridl expects the
book to be published this fall, and
said it will be available through
the Hope-Geneva Bookstore. In
addition to the poetry the
anthology includes a “Contributors'
Notes” section that briefly profiles
each of the authors.
The book's title is a line from one
of its poems- “Home Again,” by Susan
Marks '85 VanOmmeren.
The title and the work from which it is taken are both
appropriate given the nature of the book. With the authors
returned, albeit symbolically, to Hope through the anthology,
VanOmmeren's words have a haunting relevance:
We wanted incubation then
lost with our diplomas and dreams.
We wanted to gestate
a while longer before the cold.
being considered by their organization for
that specific professional opportunity,”
Austin said.
Persons knowing of such opportunities
should write to: Dale Austin; Office of
Career Planning and Placement; Hope
College; Holland, Mich. 49423.
CHEMISTRY RESEARCH: The
chemistry department has received a
Research Experience for Undergraduates
grant from the National Science Foundation
(NSF) for joint faculty/student summer
research projects.
The summer research program for both
Hope and non-Hope students helps the
participants develop research skills and a
sense of what research involves. The
$3 1 ,000 grant the department received will
pay summer stipends for 10 students — five
from Hope and five from other under-
graduate programs.
SPECIAL EQUIPMENT: The
George I. Alden Trust of Worcester, Mass,
has awarded. Hope College a grant for
equipment that will help serve patrons of
the college’s Van Wylen Library who have
special needs.
The $10,000 grant will help fund the
acquisition of equipment for a room on the
second floor that the library has designated
for students with physical and visual
disabilities. The college currently has 52
special-needs students — a significant
increase from the two such students attend-
ing Hope in 1981.
Items being acquired for the room
include an optical character reader, a braille
printer and writer, talking calculators, a
volume control telephone and computer
adapted equipment. Also being obtained are
software, printers, headsets, tape recorders,
a closed-circuit television, adjustable
tables, and a library catalog terminal and
key guard.
MINORITY AID: Hope College is one
of 16 Michigan Colleges that will benefit
from a $325,000 grant from the Chrysler
Corporation Fund to the Michigan Colleges
Foundation (MCF) to provide 64 scholar-
ships to minority students pursuing careers
in business or education.
The MCF institutions will each receive
$10,000 to fund four Chrysler Minority
Scholarships, valued at $2,500 each. The
scholarships will be awarded in each class
— incoming freshmen, sophomore, junior
and senior — beginning August, 1990.
A supplementary grant of $5,000 is
awarded to each institution for minority-
related programs such as the recruiting of
minority students or bringing minority
speakers to campus.
FACULTY KUDOS:
Daniel Paul ’50 and David Zwart ’64
of the education department both led
sessions during the Michigan Science
Teachers Association Convention in
Lansing, Mich, on Friday and Saturday,
Feb. 16 and 17.
The convention included 240 sessions on
a variety of topics. Approximately 1,500
teachers from throughout the state of
Michigan attended, representing the kinder-
garten through college level.
Dr. Paul led “Hands-On Experimenting
for Elementary Teachers." Professor Zwart
led “Energy Concepts and Activities for
Elementary Students.”
Dr. Paul, a professor of education, has
been a member of the Hope faculty since
1966. Professor Zwart, director of the
college’s Kellogg Science Education
Program and an associate professor of
education , joined the Hope faculty in 1 989 .
James Piers ’69, professor of sociology
at Hope, was interviewed by seven different
radio stations from around the nation on
eight different occasions as an expert on
mate selection theory. The February
programs all took place before or on
Valentine’s Day.
He was featured on WMEQ of
Menomonie , Wis. ; WGR of Buffalo , N . Y. ;
KORG of Anaheim, Calif. ; WJR of Detroit,
Mich . ; KING of Seattle, Wash . ; the Amer-
ican Radio Network; and WINK of Fort
Myers, Fla.
Professor Piers has been a member of the
Hope faculty since 1975. He earned his
master’s of social work from the University
of Michigan.
Donald Williams, professor of chemis-
try, participated in the Fifth Annual
Technological Literacy Conference (TLC)
in Washington, D.C. from Feb. 1-4.
Dr. Williams chaired one session on
nuclear power issues and participated in
another panel on nuclear waste problems.
The TLC is produced by the National
Association for Science, Technology and
Society, and was attended by professionals
from several industries and academic
disciplines.
An article Dr. Williams wrote on the
nuclear waste disposal issue appeared in the
March 26 edition of The Christian Science
Monitor.
Dr. Williams has been a member of the
Hope College faculty since 1969.
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THREE
EVENTS
The Hope College Chapel Choir will perform in concert on Sunday, April 22 at 8 p.m. in Dimnent Memorial Chapel. The public
is invited, and admission is free. For the story of Director Roger Rietberg's retirement, see pages si.x and seven.
ACADEMIC CALENDAR THE ARTS
Spring Semester (1990)
May 4, Friday — Residence halls close for those not
participating in Commencement, 5 p.m.
May 5, Saturday — Alumni Day
May 6, Sunday — Baccalaureate and Commencement
May 6, Sunday — Residence halls close for graduating
seniors, 7 p.m.
May Term (1990)
May 7 , Monday — Registraion and payment of fees from
8:30-11 a.m. in Maas Auditorium
May 7, Monday —.Classes begin at 1 p.m.
May 25, Friday — May Term ends
June Term (1990)
May 29, Tuesday — Registration and payment of fees,
8:30-10 a.m. in Maas Auditorium
May 29, Tuesday — Classes begin at 1 p.m.
June 15, Friday — June Term ends
Summer Session (1990)
June 18, Monday — Registration and payment of fees,
8:30-10 a.m. in Maas Auditorium
June 18, Monday — Classes begin (abbreviated schedule)
July 4, Wednesday — Classes not in session
July 27, Friday — Summer Session ends
Fall Semester (1990)
Aug. 24, Friday — Residence Halls open for New
Students, noon
Aug. 27, Monday — Residence Halls open for returning
students
Aug. 28, Tuesday — First day of classes
SUMMER REPERTORY THEATRE
Season opens Friday, June 22.
Curtain time 8 p.m.
Monday through Saturday
DeWitt Center Main Theatre
The Music Man by Meredith Willson
Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare
Light Up the Sky by Moss Hart
I Do! I Do! by Tom Jones
Information concerning tickets, season dates and addi-
tional summer plays may be obtained by calling
(616)394-7600.
INSTANT INFORMATION
Hope Sports Hotline - (616) 394-7888
Activities Hotline - (616) 394-7863
Hope College Wind Ensemble Concert — Tuesday, April
17: Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m.
Senior Recital — Thursday, April 19: Vema Bond-
Broderick, violinist: Wichers Auditorium, 8 p.m.
Senior Recital — Friday. April 20: Jacqueline Leno,
pianist: Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m.
Chamber Winds-Student Ensembles Concert —
Saturday, April 21: Wichers Auditorium, 8 p.m.
Chapel Choir Concert — Sunday, April 22: Dimnent
Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m.
Orchestra Concert — Tuesday. April 24: featuring
student winners of the Concerto/Aria Competition:
Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m.
Student Recital — Thursday, April 26: Dimnent Memorial
Chapel, 7 p.m.
Studio Opera — Friday and Saturday, April 27-28: scenes
from various operas; Wichers Auditorium, 8 p.m.
DE FREE GALLERY
Senior Art Show — April 13-May 6
The work of graduating seniors.
Gallery hours: Monday through Friday. 9a.m. to 9 p.m.:
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sunday, I to 9 p.m.
KNICKERBOCKER THEATRE
Voices of Saratina! — April 7-12
Monty Python and the Holy Grail — April 13-19
Local Hero — April 20-26
Ttirtle Diary — April 20-26
ADMISSIONS
Junior Day — April 20
A day designed specifically for high school juniors and
their parents to help them begin the college search.
Pre-Medicine and Pre-Engineering Day — May I i
Activities for high school juniors interested in becoming
medical doctors or engineers.
Explorientation ’90 — July 15-21
A “mini-college" experience for students who will be
juniors and seniors in high school in the fall of '90.
For further information about any Admissions Office
event, please call (616) 394-7850 or write: Office of
Admissions, Hope College. Holland, Mich. 49423.
ALUMNI WEEKEND
Friday, May 4
Reunion classes (1930. 1935, 1940, 1945, 1950. 1955,
I960, 1965, 1970, 1975) will hold evening activities.
Saturday, May 5
9 a.m. - noon Reunion registration - Van Zoeren entry way
Noon Reunion luncheons begin
2-3 p.m. Historical tour of campus - DeWitt Circle
4 p.m. 50-Year Circle ceremony - Maas Auditorium
5:30 p.m. Photo of all 50-Year Circle members (class of
1940 and earlier) - Phelps Hall lawn
6 p.m. Alumni Dinner featuring the presentation of the
Distinguished Alumni Awards - Phelps Hall dining room.
A reception honoring the award recipients will follow in
the Maas Auditorium.
Sunday, May 6
9 a.m. Alumni Worship Service - Dimnent Chapel
10 a.m. Reception - Graves Hall lawn
10:50 a.m. Parade of Graduates
1 1 a.m. Baccalaureate Service (admission by ticket only)
II a.m. Alumni Brunch - Kletz. DeWitt Center
3 p.m. Commencement - Holland Municipal Stadium
(Holland Civic Center in case of rain)
For information and tickets, please call the Office of
Public Relations at (616) 394-7860.
ALUMNI AND FRIENDS
Regional Events
Cedar Grove, Wis. — Tuesday, April 24,
Lansing. Mich. — Thursday. May 10
Dallas, Texas — Saturday. May 19
Boston, Mass. — Sunday, June 3
Elderhostel — June 10-16
Sessions include:
* "Birds and Bird Watching" with Dr. Eldon D. Greij.
Edward A. and Elizabeth Hofma Adjunct Professor of
Biology and editor of Birder's World magazine:
* "A Matter of Life and Death: Medicine Ethics." with
Dr. Allen D. Verhey. professor of religion:
* "Whose Problem? Radioactive Waste Isolation." with
Dr. Donald H. Williams, professor of chemistry.
Anchor Rededication — Saturday. April 21
A celebration of the 25th anniversary of the college's
symbolic anchor, by Alpha Phi Omega. The event will be
in front of Graves Hall at 2 p.m. (In the event of rain it
will be in Cook Auditorium in the DePree Art Center).
Hope College Golf Outing — Wednesday. July 18
Holland (Mich.) Country Club. Shotgun starts at 9 a.m.
and I p.m.
For more information, contact the Office of Public
Relations at (616) 394-7860.
VILLAGE SQUARE
Friday, June 22
Hobbyists, craftspersons and artists: the auction committee
for Village Square '90 is soliciting items to be made
available at the June 22 auction. If you are interested in
making a donation, contact Mary Kempker at (616)
394-7860 or write "Village Square Auction: c/o Mary
Kempker: Office of Public Relations: Hope Collette:
Holland. Mich. 49423."
SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS
Boys Basketball School — July 9-20
Girls Basketball Camps:
Sixth-Eighth grades — June 13-16
Ninth- 12th grades - June 18-22
Team Camp — June 18-21
Football Camp — July 29 - Aug. I
Swimming Program — June 11-21; June 25 - July 6
Diving Camp — July 9-13
J.V. Basketball Team Camp — July 9-12
For more information, please call (616) 394-7690. Ask
for Joyce McPherson.
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And justice for all
The Reverend Allan A. Boesak in quiet contemplation while the Hope College Chapel
Choir sings “Nkosi Sikelel ’ iAfrika, ” the national anthem of black South Africans, following
his Feb. 28 address.
by Greg Olgers ’87
rrihe “Pledge of Allegiance” recited by
1 generations of U.S. elementary school
students claims that America is a nation
with justice for all.
But that hardly seems true.
Homeless persons live in cardboard
boxes, un- or under-employed. People of
color and women of all races still find
themselves fighting stereotypes that relegate
them to second-class status. Women are
abused by their husbands; children are
abused by their parents.
Injustice, however, is not a uniquely
American problem. In South Africa, the
black majority suffers under the restrictive
laws of the white minority, and there are
other nations that limit freedom and justice
to an elite few. Wars claim the lives of both
combatants and non-combatants. In many
nations, children go hungry, or without
adequate clothing, or without proper
medical care.
For Christians, however, the pervasive-
ness of injustice does not render the pursuit
of justice unnecessary, an exercise in
futility. Instead, it makes the pursuit of
justice all the more essential.
Jesus called justice one of “the weightier
matters of the law” (along with mercy and
faith) when he criticized the Pharisees for
having the wrong priorities (Mt 23:23). And
justness at the very least seems a requirement
for Christians; a key for attaining eternal
salvation: “But when you give a feast, invite
the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind,
and you will be blessed, because they cannot
repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrec-
tion of the just.” (Lk 14:13-14).
This year’s Critical Issues Symposium at
Hope College, titled “The Quest for Justice:
Christian Voices,” examined how different
Christian traditions address the question of
justice. Specific issues included apartheid in
South Africa, hunger, economic justice,
justice in personal relationships and violence.
Attendance at this year’s symposium,
which took place on Wednesday, Feb. 28
andThursday, March 1 , set new records for
the 1 1 -year-old event. Focus sessions were
filled to overflowing, and even a keynote
address at 9 a.m. — early for pseudo-
nocturnal college students under no compul-
sion to awaken — generated much interest.
For all the relevance of the other sessions,
however, an evening keynote address on
Feb. 28 by the Rev. Allan Boesak drew the
greatest attention.
Boesak is founder of South Africa’s
largest anti-apartheid coalition, the United
Democratic Front. He is also president of
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches,
and national president of the Association of
Christian Students of Southern Africa.
His visit to the Hope campus, during
which he also received an honorary docto-
rate of divinity degree from the college,
marked his first trip to the United States
since South African leader Nelson Mandela
was freed in early February.
The power of both Boesak’s personality
and message (titled “South Africa Yesterday,
Today and Tomorrow: Facing the Challenges
of OurTimes”) captivated his audience . The
chapel was filled to its 1,200-person
capacity, and more people settled into
nearby Winants Auditorium, which was
equipped for a live broadcast of the event.
“I am absolutely convinced that the new
day is coming,” Boesak said. “There is no
way in which Mr. de Klerk (president of
South Africa), even if he wanted to, can
turn back now.”
“And we wish to encourage him in all
manner of ways that he should not even
think of turning back now,” Boesak, said.
“There is no substitute for the truth in South
Africa. There is no substitute for democracy.
There is no substitute for humanity.”
Boesak cited several situations as exam-
ples of the cruelty of apartheid — such as
the government’s shooting of a four-year-old
girl in Soweto, explained away with the
statement that she had-been mistaken for a
dog, and the fact that only six percent of
South Africa’spopulation had been allowed
to vote in the country’s presidential elections
in September.
Persistence on the part of those interested
in racial equality, according to Boesak, has
helped the government realize the failure of
the system. “We have claimed the moral
high ground and exposed the illegitimacy
of a government which now realizes that it
must, in order for South Africa to become
what it must become, move away from
apartheid; toward a democracy in which
every single adult will have the right to
vote,” Boesak said.
“We have made clear that apartheid is
politically untenable; it is economically
unprofitable; it is morally indefensible; it is
theologically heretical,” Boesak said. “And
therefore the people must move away from
such a system.”
Boesak said that reforms in South Africa,
to be just, would also need to take into
account the rights of whites , and not create
an “inverse repetition” of the discrimination
against blacks. “It would be a tragedy
beyond words if the new South Africa
would be bom in blood that leads to death
rather than blood that brings life,” Boesak
said.
i.
fi “JUSTICE/ . ' CHRISTIAN VOICES 1
th Annual Hope College Critical Issues Symposium •,
'^BnUORY^eth AND MARCH 1st 1990 i
Although it was perhaps heard by the
greatest number of people, Boesak’s was
not the only voice presented during the
symposium.
Dr. Nicholas Wolterstorff, professor of
philosophical theology with the Divinity
School at Yale University, provided biblical
perspectives on justice. Wolterstorff-said
that the popular, contemporary notion of
justice as the freedom to do what one wants
misses the biblical cues, which emphasize
the disenfranchised, such as widows and
orphans.
“And from that you can easily discern the
biblical contours of justice — of a just
society,” Wolterstorff said. “The biblical
notion, I take it, is this: that a society has
become just when all the little people are
brought back into community; when all
those on the margins are brought back to
the center, and given voice, and standing
and a share in the goods of the community.”
During her keynote address “The Abuse
of Love: Justice in Personal Relations,” Dr.
Rita Nakashima Brock said that traditional
Christian theology has actually undermined
justice for victims of abuse, such as
children and spouses. Nakashima Brock,
assistant professor of religion with Pacific
Lutheran University, took issue with
interpretations of selfless love that moved
clergy to direct their parishoners to forgive
their abusers and return home.
“One student I had was molested by her
own devout, Baptist minister father. She
prayed every Sunday in church to God , that
God would make the abuse and pain go
away, and every Monday it returned. She
asked herfather to stop,” Nakashima Brock
said. “The pain finally did when at 16 she
ran away from home.”
Father Robert Sirico of Grand Rapids,
Mich, spoke on “Theologians in Search of
Freedom.”
Sirico explained that traditional liberation
theology, which he said tends to denounce
free market systems as the generators of
economic injustice, makes a mistake by
seeking redistribution of wealth. Sirico
argued that freedom from governmental
control and interference helps eliminate
bureaucratic inefficiency in services and
allows businesses to compete effectively —
generating wealth that ultimately benefits
all of a society’s people.
Control, Sirico said, “is immoral pre-
cisely because it curtails the activity
necessary to the alleviation of misery and
the elimination of poverty.”
Wolterstorff provided a wrap-up analysis
that examined how the different voices of
Christianity could find harmony in their
quest for justice. “We’ve got to be willing
to listen to how people in other traditions
and denominations read their Bibles,”
Wolterstorff said, noting that there is value
in views from around the globe, from the
excluded and from the past.
Wolterstorff added that pursuing justice
also means being committed to it —
commitment that can be achieved by
modelling just behavior and empathizing
with those who suffer injustice. ^
(Editor's Note: During its 1 1 -year run,
the Critical Issues Symposium has offered
a variety of topics for investigation, with
attention being given to both international
and domestic concerns. The topics of
previous years are "The Configuration of
Peace in the Middle East" (1980),
"Energy ” ( 1981), “Lives in Transition : The
Future of Marriage and Family" (1982),
“Avenues Toward Peace" (1983), “Civil
Rights in the United States: The State of the
Dream" (1984), “World Hunger" (1985),
“Crisis in Central America: Perspectives
and Alternatives" (1986), “South Africa :
Apartheid Under Scrutiny" (1987),
"Medicine and Morality: Medical Care and
Human Care" (1988) and “The American
Dream: Rags, Riches, Reality" (1989) ).
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Faculty profile
They call
him Coach
by Greg Olgers ’87
| J oger Rietberg ’47 admits that even he
_l\wdoesn’t know exactly why the mem-
bers of the Hope College Chapel Choir call
him “Coach.”
Earlier choirs had called his predecessor,
Robert Cavanaugh, “Prof,” and perhaps
“Coach” emerged as a way to endow
Rietberg, professor of music and director
of the Hope College Chapel Choir, with a
similar yet distinctive nickname.
An off-hand interpretation of the term
might center around the fact that Rietberg
coaches the members’ voices, guiding each
individual toward tonal perfection. Such an
interpretation, however, does little justice
to the regard in which Rietberg, who is
retiring this year, is held by the members
of the choir.
A more insightful explanation was
offered by senior Kari Schaafsma of
Caledonia, Mich. Schaafsma noted that
Rietberg is a coach in a broader sense — a
coach of the sort that builds teams, and in
the building creates a whole far greater than
the sum of its individual components.
“Something that’s really significant
about Coach is the unity that he builds by
being the Coach,” Schaafsma said. “The
unity that we feel and the closeness that
builds make the choir just like a team.”
Rietberg built the team in a variety of
ways. He jokes with the choir members as
they practice. When they sing well during
rehearsal, he tells them so. In Baltimore,
Md. , while the choir circled the church to
practice “A Gaelic Blessing” during this
V
Rietberg 's personable nature has endeared
him to the choir members, who call him
“Coach" .
spring’s East Coast tour, he called for a
backrub break.
He also allows the choir to participate in
decision making. The choir’s student vice
president is responsible for organizing the
choir as it sets up for concerts, and members
with suggestions speak freely.
And the choir members become close —
a closeness Rietberg encourages. During a
past spring tour that included Good Friday,
Rietberg gathered the choir together for
singing and talking.
“People were down because it was
Easter, so Coach offered to have a little
service,” said Melissa Ten Have, a senior
from Grand Rapids, Mich. “And to sing on
Good Friday, in a church service and not as
a concert, was touching.”
“People were sharing parts of their lives
that they would only share with someone
they’re comfortable with,” said Laura
Magan, a senior from Phoenix, Md.
“It’s the bonding between the members
of the group that makes us sing as a group,”
said Christine Wolske, a senior from Benton
Harbor, Mich.
Most importantly, however, Rietberg
cares — not only for the choir’s performance
but the members themselves. And the
members know it.
“You know that he cares for the choir —
not just as a team but each individual
person, too,” said Tiffany Smith, a junior
from Midland, Mich. “He wants to get to
know everyone in the choir well.”
“We were all commenting that he just has
a personality that keeps the choir together
— and that’s what we’re all going to miss,”
Smith said.
“I think Coach is a great director because
he considers each member as an individual
as well as contributing to the whole,” said
Nick Leighton, a junior from Grand Haven,
Mich. “He always seemed like a person that
I could go to if l had a problem.”
Rietberg relates well with the students.
While relaxing at a rest area on the way to
this spring’s first tour performance in
Dublin, Ohio, he played frisbee. Following
a lunch break, he joined some of the group
for a round of miniature golf. During the
long bus rides between performances, he
talked with several of the members — on
topics ranging from personal interests, to
stories of past choirs, to religion, to politics.
His openness with the students has not
limited his ability to work with them,
however. During rehearsals, the choir is
silent and attentive while he speaks,
hanging on his soft-spoken direction and
quick to react accordingly.
“He has everyone’s respect, which I think
is really impressive for a group of 70,”
Magan said.
“I’ve had other directors that demanded
your respect,” said Kirk Vander Molen, a
junior from Kentwood, Mich. “But from his
reputation before I got in there and the things
I’ve observed through his instruction, he’s
During the bus ride Director Roger Rietberg ’47 reviews one of the songs the Chapel
Choir performed that evening as part of its 1990 spring tour — which was Rietberg’s
last. He is retiring at the end of the academic year.
not demanded my respect but earned it.”
“I think he had a way of laying before
the students a high expectation, and the
higher he raises his expectation the more
he knew they would perform,” said Scott
Van Arendonk ’84, formerly a member of
the choir and currently assistant chaplain at
Hope College.
Rietberg has had a good relationship with
the choir, which he has been directing for
15 years, since the beginning.
The Rev. Steve Norden ’74 of Dublin,
Ohio, pastor of a church at which the choir
performed, was in the Chapel Choir when
Rietberg first led the group on tour. Al-
though Rietberg had previously worked
with the Men’s Choir, as far as the Chapel
Choir as a whole was concerned he was
something of an unknown.
“For them the jury was out as to whether
Roger could handle it,” Norden said. “And
he had to prove himself to them.”
The proof didn’t take long. “I think by
the middle of the tour he had the whole
choir in the palm of his hand,” Norden said.
Since joining the Hope faculty in 1954,
Rietberg has taught introduction to music,
music theory, organ and other courses. He
also previously directed the Chancel Choir
(now College Chorus) and conducted the
Men’s Choir. From 1964-68, he even served
the college as director of admissions.
Since 1950, he has also served as director
of music at Third Reformed Church in
“There are going to be a lot of things I’m going
to wish I could have fit in .. . When you think
you’d like to do this work, or you’d like to have
the choir sing here or there, you think ‘Well, if
I don’t do it this year, we’ lido that next year’ . . .
Now it’s a case of ‘This is the last time you
get to do these things. ’ ”
— Roger Rietberg ’47
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“Ydu know that he cares
for the choir — not just
as a team but each indi-
vidual person, too.”
— Tiffany Smith, junior
Holland.
In addition to his degree from Hope, he
earned a master of sacred music degree
from Union Theological Seminary in New
York in 1949, and pursued furtherstudy at
Juilliard School of Music and at Syracuse
University.
Robert Ritsema '57, now professor of
music and chairperson of the department,
was a member of the Chancel Choir when
Rietberg was its conductor. As a member
of the Hope faculty since 1967, Ritsema
has had more than two decades to see
Rietberg work.
“He is just a very, very warm, caring
person," Ritsema said. “I’m always amazed
that wherever I go, I swear, he calls every
student on campus by name, and he has a
real interest in the students."
“Even above all the great things he’s done
musically, I think that speaks so highly of
him," Ritsema said.
Ritsema also believes that Rietberg 's
connection to the Reformed Church has
been an asset to the college. “Here is a man
who is totally committed to the mission of
Hope College, and totally committed to his
work in the church," Ritsema said. "He's
always tied in that important area, which at
a school like this I think is so necessary.”
Rietbefg’s time with the college has, in
a way, brought him full circle. He now
teaches the children of former students. The
fact does not unnerve him.
"One of the students said to me one day,
’My mother says she had you,’ " Rietberg
said. “And I said, ‘Well, that could easily
be,’ and ‘If you’re trying to make me feel
old, you can’t, because you people come
through here; you're all between 18 and
22-23.’ ”
“And I said, ‘Consequently, students
never get older, and consequently I don’t
think I'm aging either,” Rietberg said.
The Chapel Choir is comprised of
students concentrating in all academic
disciplines at the college. Music majors are
in the minority.
“I guess it’s that mix that I enjoj*,"
Rietberg said. "We're a liberal arts college,
which says that music is for everyone.”
"And it doesn't exclude those who
participate in sports — there’s an opportu-
nity to do both,” Rietberg said. “And the
person who is going into medicine and
spends long hours in the laboratory can also
come over here an hour out of the day and
sing.”
“I think that enriches their lives — not
only now, but they’re able to appreciate this
in the years long after they’ve graduated
from Hope College,” Rietberg said.
Rietberg has his own share of memories
to appreciate after he “graduates” from
Hope College. Tours under his direction
have included two trips to Europe (in 1979'
and 1987), a tour of the West Coast in 1985
that featured a performance in the Crystal
Rietberg and the choir interact during the group '.v rehearsal for a performance in Balti-
more. Md. The spring tour included performances in Ohio. Virginia. New Jersey and
New York.
Rietberg and the choir members enjoy themselves during a backrub break while rehearsing
Cathedral in Garden Grove, Calif., and a
spectacular tour in the Soviet Union during
May of 1989.
"That was just monumental when I think
about it,” Rietberg said of the trip to the
Soviet Union. “As I think about all the
events that have happened since we were
there, I think it was just a propitious time
for us to have been there, before a lot of
these things happened.”
“And now what has happened is so much
more meaningful, I think, too, to the choir
members — and to me, 1 know,” he said.
The choir’s most recent spring tour was
Rietberg ’s last, but for him it offered two
firsts. While in Washington, D.C., he saw
his granddaughter Sarah for the first time
(herparents, Roberta Rietberg ’83 Harttand
Bob Ham ’84, met in Chapel Choir). This
was also the first choir tour for his daughter
Amy, a sophomore.
“1 had heard him talk at the dinner table
when I was in school about all the relation-
ships that were built up within the choir —
and the things he had learned from the
students, too: different perspectives of
live," Amy said. “He was always eager to
get to know the students, and to invite them
home. Especially if they were living far
away.”
"And I think the one thing that 1 was
worried about was maybe not making
Chapel Choir in time because he had talked
about retiring for a couple years, and I never
knew when it was going to be," she said.
“I was so anxious to get into the choir,"
she said. “I know this last year just means
the world to him.”
Amy said that one question she is
commonly asked is whether it is difficult
to sing in the choir directed by her father.
"It’s never been hard because I’ve been used
to that and I’ve always respected it," she
said.
Rietberg noted that his final year with
the choir is passing quickly, and that he will
finish his time at Hope with some goals
unreached.
"There are going to be a lot of things I'm
going to wish 1 could have fit in," Rietberg
said. "When you think you’d like to do this
piece, or you'd like to do this work, or
you’d like to have the choir sing here or
there, you think 'Well, if I don't do it this
year, we’ll do that next year.’
"Now it’s a case of ‘This is the last time
you get to do these things,’ and so there
isn’t going to be a next year to do the piece
that’s been in that stack you’d like to do,”
Rietberg said. “But somebody else will do
it and have the great satisfaction of hearing
it.”
Who his replacement will be has yet to
be determined. The music department has
been busy interviewing candidates to fill
the void Rietberg 's absence will create.
In the meantime, however, the choir has
more performances — including a home
concert on Sunday, April 22, and the
Baccalaureate service on Sunday, May 6.
And upon seeing the choir and its beloved
director working together to fill the audi-
ence with music, one cannot help but think
that Roger Rietberg will be a difficult act
to follow. ^
news from Hope College associate editor
Greg Olgers '87 accompanied the Chapel
Choir during part of their recent Eastern
Spring concert tour.
Rietberg carries his bags to the choirs first
stop on his final tour.
NEWS FROM HOPE COLLEGE, APRIL 1990 SEVEN
Outstanding teams keep All-Sports
Eric Elliott (left), a junior from Hudsonville, Mich., received Division III All-America
recognition. Senior Holly VandenBerg of Grand Rapids, Mich, received All-MIAA
recognition — an honor she has earned in three sports.
XT ope College teams continued to excel
1 B as they contended for Michigan
Intercollegiate Athletic Association (MI A A)
championships right up until the final week
of the winter spoils season.
The outstanding team performances
leave Hope right in the thick of the MI AA
All-Sports race heading into spring compet-
ition. Hope is seeking to wrestle back from
Calvin College the All-Sports award, which
up until last year had gone to the Flying
Dutchmen and Flying Dutch nine consecu-
tive years. Through the end of the winter
sports season, Calvin holds a slim four
point edge over Hope in the All-Sports
standings.
Basketball captured the enthusiasm of the
campus and community as the men's and
women’s teams together posted an incredi-
ble cumulative 46-6 record. The Flying
Dutch (24-2 overall) captured the college's
first-ever MIAA women's basketball title
and then went on to win Hope’s first
national team championship. (See pages
nine to 1 2 for accounts of this accomplish-
ment.)
The Flying Dutchmen, meanwhile,
gained their milestone 1,000th alltime -
victory enroute to posting an outstanding
22-4 record with a starting lineup that
included three sophomores, a junior and
senior. Ranked 13th in the nation, the
Flying Dutchmen earned their eighth trip in
nine years to the NCAA Division III
playoffs.
Hope’s swimming teams each finished
second in the MIAA. Both teams went
undefeated in league dual meets and each
finished runnerup to Kalamazoo College at
the championship meet.
Junior Eric Elliott Earns All-American
Honors As Dutchmen Contend To The
End
Winning seasons have become com-
monplace for Hope College men’s basket-
ball, but probably no campaign will be
remembered more for its excitement than
1989-90.
As might be expected, the Hope-Calvin
games were agairi “classics.” Three of
Hope’s four losses were to rival Calvin and
two of them came on the last play of the
game. In the first game at the Holland Civic
Center, the Flying Dutchmen rallied from a
big second half deficit and almost caught
the favored Knights when guard Justin
George scored on a layup as time ran out.
However, officials ruled that time had run
out before George released the ball and
Calvin was a 77-76 winner.
Both teams went unbeaten until they met
again four weeks later in Grand Rapids.
Again the Dutchmen needed to come from
behind and with the score tied at 79-all it
appeared the game was headed into over-
time. Heartbreak city once again. This time
a Calvin player swished an NBA-distance
three-point basket as the buzzer sounded for
an 82-79 triumph.
Western Michigan was buzzing all of the
next week as Hope and Calvin were paired
to meet in the NCAA playoffs in Grand
Rapids. Before a capacity crowd and
regional television audience, the Knights,
ranked second in the nation, flexed their
muscles and emerged with a 95-68 triumph.
Calvin went on to advance to the Final Four.
Hope’s thrilling 98-85 victory over
Albion College at the Civic Center was the
college’s milestone 1,000th. Since basket-
ball was introduced in 1901, Hope teams
have compiled a 1,004-562 record.
Junior guard Eric Elliott of Hudsonville,
Mich, led the MIAA in scoring, averaging
21 points agame. He was voted the co-most
valuable player in the MIAA and received
Division III All-America recognition from
the College Basketball Coaches Association
and the publication Basketball Times.
Elliott, who was voted a third team
All-American, is only the fourth Hope
men’s basketball player to achieve that
distinction. The others were Paul Benes
(1958), Chip Henry ( 1984) and Dan Gustad
(1985).
He was joined on the All-MIAA honor
squad by sophomore teammate Wade
Gugino of Midland, Mich. The youngest of
three brothers to play basketball under
coach Van Wieren, Gugino emerged as an
outstanding Division III center as he
averaged 16.5 points per game while
shooting 60 percent from the field.
National Championship Just One
Chapter In Storybook Season For Flying
Dutch
It is a gigantic understatement to say that
1989-90 was the most successful season in
the history of Hope College women’s
basketball.
The team’s claim to their first-ever MI AA
championship came during the final regular
season game, an exciting 50-43 home floor
victory over rival Calvin. It marked the
third time that Hope had defeated Calvin
during the season.
The Flying Dutch, under first-year(coach
Sue Wise, were the top-rated team in the
Great Lakes region the entire season and
entered the NCAA playoffs ranked fourth
in the nation.
Senior Dina Disney of Brandenburg. Ky.
became the first Hope female basketball
player to be voted the most valuable player
in the MIAA. Her game-winning free
throws in the national championship game
came as no surprise. You couldn't have
asked for a better player to be placed in that
situation. She didn’t miss a free throw in
her last 17 games, making 37 in-a-row
enroute to a 91 percent season average.
Disney was joined on the All-MIAA first
team by teammate Holly VanderBerg of
Grand Rapids, Mich, who set a new
standard of athletic excellence herself. She
has now been All-MIAA seven times during
her career — four times in volleyball, twice
in basketball and once in softball. No
female athlete in the history of the MIAA
has been honored more often.
The key to the success of the Flying
Dutch rested with more than a couple of
players. VandenBerg along with senior
teammates Heidi Carigon of Zeeland,
Mich, and Anna Marie Postmus of Grand
Rapids, Mich, each lettered four straight
years. Junior Lissa Nienhuis of Holland,
(
race tight
Mich, led the nation most of the year in
free throw shooting, making nearly 90
percent of her attempts.
Hope College women's basketball during
1 989-90 captured the imagi nation of many
people. A new tradition of athletic excel-
lence has begun.
Swimmers Earn Honors In League
And At Nationals
Upset dual meet victories by both Hope
College swimming teams over pre-season
favorite Kalamazoo College set the stage
for an exciting MI A A championship meet.
In the end. Kalamazoo was the league
champion in both the men's and women's
competition, but not before the Flying
Dutchmen and Flying Dutch had left their
mark on another outstanding season.
Ten Hope athletes earned All-MIAA
swimming/diving honors in a season
marked by six school records.' Hope led the
MIAA in qualifiers for the NCAA Division
III national championships.
Junior Lori Gano of Albion. Mich, was
named the MI AA's most valuable swimmer.
She won the league championship for the
third year in-a-row in the 100-yard and
200-yard backstroke events. At nationals
she earned honorable mention All-America
honors by finishing 12th in the 100-yard
backstroke.
Senior teammate Kirsten Van Overen of
Kentwood. Mich, was voted All-MIAA
honors for a third time. An older brother
Kirt ’88 was also ah All-MIAA swimmer
at Hope three times.
Others receiving All-MIAA honors were
junior Jilanne Bannink of Holland. Mich.,
senior Elizabeth Becker of Holland. Mich.,
freshman Amy Bongers of Kalamazoo.
Mich., junior Matt Dahl of Zeeland. Mich.,
senior Lynn Massey of Plymouth. Mich.,
senior Jim Mitchell of Ann Arbor. Mich.,
sophomore Phil Sotok of Holland. Mich.,
and sophomore Chris Von Ins of Holland.
Mich.
Mitchell achieved honorable mention
NCAA All-America status in diving by
finishing 15th at nationals on the one-meter
board.
Sotok and Von Ins were voted the 
co-most valuable members on the men's
team while Bannink and Gano shared the
honor on the women's team. ^
Junior Lori Gano of Albion. Mich, was
named the Ml AA's most valuable swimmer.
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Flying Dutch Win NCAA Title
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS!
Dina Disney's expression and gesture say it all following the victory against Sr. John Fisher College that earned the women's
basketball team the NCAA Division III national championship game on Saturday. March 17 in the Holland Civic Center.
r I The first national team athletic championship
M in Hope College history was achieved
without traveling more than a mile from campus.
One-by-one, teams from Minnesota. Wisconsin,
Iowa. Kentucky, and finally New York, ventured
to the land of the Dutch where they succumbed to
a spirited Hope women’s basketball team.
After winning the school’s first-ever MIAA
conference championship, the Flying Dutch were
invited to host the four-team NCAA Division III
Great Lakes regional tournament. This rep-
resented a major challenge because the Dow
Center on the Hope campus is not equipped as a
spectator facility. “Imaginative” seating arrange-
ments, including chairs on the upper-level
running track, provided more than 800 fans an
opportunity to watch the Flying Dutch defeat St.
Benedict, Minn., 73-60, and the University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh, 68-67.
It was back to the Dow Center a week later for
quarterfinal action against Buena Vista, Iowa.
Seating was increased to serve the more than
1 , 100 fans who witnessed Hope's come-from-be-
hind 85-79 overtime victory.
And then came the Final Four tournament.
"We’d like Hope College to serve as host."
advised the NCAA.
With only a week for planning, but with plenty
of support from the community, the Division III
championship tournament was held at the Holland
Civic Center. Even though Hope students were
on spring break, the legendary basketball palace
was packed with fans. And coach Sue Wise's
Flying Dutch did not disappoint anyone.
The stage was set for the national championship
game with a semi-final victor)’ over Centre. Ky. .
75-62. Top-ranked St. John Fisher, N. Y. provided
the opposition. Could this team of Flying Dutch
miracle workers meet the challenge once again?
The teams were tied 32-32 early in the second
half when the roof appeared to cave-in on the
Flying Dutch. The New Yorkers scored 20
unanswered points over a seven minute period
and were on their way to national glory.
But someone forgot to tell coach Sue Wise and
her Flying Dutch that you don’t rally from huge
deficits in a national championship game. Point-by-
point. Hope whittled away at the lead until Dina
Disney’s three-point basket tied the score with only
13 seconds remaining to play.
St. John Fisher worked the clock for a final shot,
but the Lady Cardinals were called for an offensive
foul. It was Hope's ball with five seconds left.
That's when the miracle-of-miracles occurred.
Hope's inbound pass was intercepted by a St. John
Fisher player, but just as quickly it was flicked
loose by Hope junior Lissa Nienhuis. In the mad
scramble for the ball Disney was fouled, but there
was no time left on the clock. After several
arduous minutes, the referees ruled that Disney
had been fouled before the buzzer sounded.
The senior guard with the Hollywood name,
tears flowing from her eyes, sank both free throws
and Hope had its first national team championship ,
65-63.
Not bad fora quintet which never left that dear
old town of Holland. Michigan. ^
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With the game hinging on Disney's free throw, coaches SueWise and Mary Schaap do all thai can be done. Hands linked in solidarity, the team waits tensely as Disney prepares to shoot.
Disney helps Hope realize dream season
by David Mayo
TVina Disney stood at the free throw line, tears welling
her eyes. Her tears were inevitable in the dramatic
arena of a national championship game. Only minutes
before, however, they appeared certain to manifest them-
selves in sorrow.
But after an athletic miracle that can only be properly
appreciated in the highest levels of competition, and in the
most trying times athletes face, the emotional source was
transformed. A national championship belonged to the Hope
College women’-s basketball team, a championship that only
minutes earlier seemed certain to go to St. John Fisher
College.
So Dina Disney wept tears of joy.
Winners don’t let dreams die. Hope College refused to
relinquish its dream until each of its extremities had been
severed and every drop of blood had drained from its national
championship run.
For their efforts, their dream received a pulse.
History only remembers champions. This year, in NCAA
Division III women’s basketball, the champion was Hope
College.
But sentimentalists, those wonderful people who under-
stand that winning has nothing to do with final scores and
scoring averages'and NCAA records, will always remember
how a championship was won.
Hope College's dream reached critical condition long
before Saturday night’s 65-63 victory had been clinched.
They once allowed 20 straight points without scoring. With
barely more than 1 1 minutes remaining, they trailed 52-32.
But the sentimentalists , the ones who love the Vilianovas,
Buster Douglases and ’69 Mets of the world, added another
darling to their list Saturday night.
They will remember that Hope won. But they also will
remember the stunning comeback. They will remember
Michele Sterk grabbing loose balls with the voracity of a
starving woman fighting for crumbs to feed her family. They
will remember Holly VandenBerg hitting virtually every key
shot she attempted. They will remember the pressure defense
that stifled St. John Fisher in the end. They will remember
Robin Schout coming off the bench to seize a series of
crucial rebounds.
Most of all they will remember Disney, a 5-7 senior, a
pony-tailed blonde artist in sneakers. They will remember
her for being ready, willing and able to shoot 3-pointers
until her arm muscles ached. They will remember her
seemingly diving for every ball that rolled along the floor
without commitment to either team. They will remember
her guts, her self-confidence and her confidence in her
teammates.
And if they remember nothing else, they will remember
her heroics as time ticked away. Her 3-pointer with 13
seconds left that forged a 63-63 tie. The charging foul she
drew with :05 glowing from the scoreboard clock. The
inbounds pass that rolled along the floor at midcourt, first
through the hands of teammate Lissa Nienhuis, and eventu-
ally into Disney’s control . They will remember the exposed
ball, too tempting for St. John Fisher’s Julie Cole to pass
up . They will remember Cole’s dive , the contact , the clock
reading :00, the discussion at the scorer’s table concerning
when the foul occurred, and the referee turning away from
the table, arms extended.
One-and-one.
Most of all, they will remember that first free throw
dropping cleanly through, Disney’s 36th consecutive made
free throw over a 16-game span.
They will remember extending their hearts to a team
unwilling to quit. They will remember the unique good
feeling that only happens when one man unashamedly
displays complete happiness for another.
They will remember the miracle and how a young lady
from Brandenburg, Ky. — one of only two non-Michigan-
ders on the team — willed it to happen at the end, then
cried from a heart so big it must barely have room to fit in
her body.
Only one person can know how it felt at that moment to
step to the free throw line, one woman, one basketball, one
hoop, and one championship to be won.
But everyone at Holland Civic Center last night knows
what it was like to live through Hope’s incredible rally.
Athletics can be grossly unfair. Hope was minutes away
from becoming a forgotten runner-up in a national tourna-
ment; St. John Fisher the same amount of time from
becoming a team for small-college history books. But when
the winner was reversed, so too were their roles.
It is not equitable. But in a world where winners and
losers are usually measured solely in point totals, only the
quality of the tears and the reason they flow become
pertinent.
And at the end of a championship season in this Wonderful
World of Disney, smiles and tears coincided for all the right
reasons. ^
Reprinted with the permission of The Grand Rapids
Press, which published this story on Sunday, March 18.
Tie score; no time on the clock. Dina Disney concentrates befo
that could — and did — win the game.
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Hometown crowd cheers Hope women to last-second victory
An enthusiastic home crowd couldn 't have created a more supportive environment for the
championship game.
by Darin Estep
wore an usher’s badge and she dutifully
checked tickets at her post on the balcony, but Liz
Main couldn’t restrain herself from clapping with the
crowd now and then.
A member of Hope’s junior-varsity women’s basket-
ball team, the Hope College freshman knew all the
Hope players on the floor. And this game was for the
NCAA championship.
Of course, the rest of the crowd knew that, too.
From the moment the teams were introduced, the
fans were in the game, and they were in to’ stay.
A young man in the student section kept waving a
large blue flag with a big orange “H” in the middle.
Little boys sat in the balcony with “Hope” painted on
their faces. Gray-haired' couples rose from their seats
and threw their hands in the air as “the wave” made its
way around the rectangular Holland Civic Center.
T\vo members of Hope’s women soccer team led the
cheers, wearing orange and blue tie-died T-shirts.
Members of the Zeeland High School band contributed
the music.
And the crowd screamed.
They screamed even when things started to look very,
very grim — almost impossible — for Hope in the
second half. When the smaller group of St. John Fisher
College fans started getting confidence, the Hope fans
dwarfed their cheers by roaring: “LET’S GO HOPE! •
LET’S GO HOPE!”
One young man who made his way into the balcony
on crutches commented that the scene reminded him of
“Hoosiers,” the movie about a Cinderella-type high
school basketball team from a small Indiana town.
This was definitely a hometown crowd, with lots of
handshakes and neighborly chatter in the hallways
during halftime.
Sitting up in the rafters, Zeeland residents Paul and
Joyce Jacobusse remembered watching some of the
Hope women play back when their daughter played
basketball for Zeeland High School four years ago.
Joyce Jacobusse used to work with
sophomore center Melinda Maurits and still
talks to her now and then.
Many of the young girls who sat in the stage
area at one end of the court had practiced
basketball with the Hope women all season as
part of the “Little Dutch Clubs.” And even with
most Hope students away on spring break, the
students made their presence known loud and
clear.
Just like the team they cheered, the fans never
gave up. They remained standing and cheering
long after guard Dina Disney sealed Hope’s
victory with two free throws.
At that point, Hain was long gone from her
post in the balcony. She was down on the floor
doing her job, trying to keep jubilant fans from
rushing onto the court.
But even as she herded them away from the
floor, she wore a wide smile. And every now
and then she would look around like she couldn’t
believe it happened,
Reprinted with the permission of The Holland
Sentinel, which published this story on Sunday,
March 18.
Wise named Division III coach of the year
nphis was indeed a year of firsts for first-
M year women’s basketball coach Sue Wise.
She guided the Flying Dutch to the college’s
first Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Associa-
tion (MIAA) women’s basketball championship.
For the first time, Hope received an invitation
to compete in the women’s NCAA Division III
basketball playoffs.
And the rest is history. Her never-say-quit
Flying Dutch won the college’s first-ever
national team championship with an unforgetta-
ble final second victory over the nation’s
top-ranked team.
Quite appropriately. Wise was recognized by
her peers as the Converse Division III National
Coach of the Year.
“God has been good to me and our team,”
said Wise. “This has been a year of challenge
for us. 1 have Him to thank for these accomplish-
ments.”
The college’s student newspaper, the anchor,
praised Wise in an editorial: “The role model
for (Hope’s winning) attitude is coach Sue Wise,
who throughout her first year of coaching has
shown a positive attitude. Many coaches yell at
the officials and team members and the fans
think that they would never want to play for a
Sue Wise was named the Converse Division III
Women ’s Basketball Coach of the Year.
coach like that, but coach Wise is always talking
to her team to praise them and not cut them
down."
Wise joined the Hope faculty at the beginning
of the 1988-89 school year. She filled one of
the vacancies created by the retirements of
long-time physical educators Gordon Brewer
’48 and Russell DeVette ’47. Her addition was
part of a plan to provide Hope student-athletes
with head coaches that are fulltime members of
the faculty. She served as assistant women's
basketball coach during the ’88-89 season and
assumed the position as head coach this year.
Hope’s personable coach carries her own
string of impressive athletic credentials. She
was the first female in Ohio high school athletics
to have her basketball jersey retired. She was
captain of her team at the College of William
and Mary, where as a senior she received an
award for devotion and service to others.
While in college she played on an Athletes in
Action basketball team that was undefeated
during a tour of China, Japan and Hong Kong.
As a graduate student at Purdue University, she
had a major coaching responsibility with the
Boilennakers’ nationally ranked women’s
basketball team.
"The role of teacher-coach is personified in
coach Wise," said President John H. Jacobson.
“We are grateful for her service to our college
and her team.”
ELEVEN
77?e refl»j includes (from left, seated) Robin Sellout , Stephanie Reimer, Holly VandenBerg, Dina Disney. Anna Marie Postmus, Melinda Maurits. AmvAl verson ; ( stanchno.jrom left):
Assistant Coach Kris Smith, Team Manager Jennifer McGlynn, Coach Sue Wise, Michele Sterk. Lissa Nienhuis. Heidi Cangon. Missy Hargreaves. Deb Hojftnan, Joy Biumels.
Assistant Coach Mary Schaap and Student Trainer Kristen Roeters. _ __ _ ; _
Confessions from a realistic, hopeful fan
by Eva Dean '83 Folkert
The game proved an emotional roller-
coaster for a supportive audience.
rTlhe man sitting next to me was surely
![_ anticipating a phenomenal moment.
He turned to me with a sincere,
have-hope smile and yelled above the
fever-pitched din. “Do you believe in
miracles?" For a riiinute there, i thought
he looked a little like Al Michaels.
1 wanted to believe but a twinge of
realism kept pulling me back. Seventeen
ticks left on the clock. Hope's Flying Dutch
still down by three, and St. John Fisher
was relentlessly pressuring the ball on
defense in this NCAA Division III women's
' basketball national championship game.
Come on. any basketball realist would
have concurred that Hope's chances of
hoisting the golden trophy didn't look
good. It wasn't impossible, but it wasn't
probable either. My head agreed — brains
are supposed to be rational; my heart didn't
— hearts are supposed to hope.
Now I'm no pessimist, mind you. I was
still screaming "come on's" and "let's go's"
with the other"?. 282 people in the Holland
Civic Center. But you know how we fans
can be. I'm sure you do it yourself.
When our team is fast-breaking circles
around the opponent, we clap and high-five
the guy next to us until our palms turn red.
But when the proverbial going gets tough,
and then tougher, we begin to secretly
mope. sulk, complain, and eventually
blame it on the refs. We're fickle, let's face
it. But true fans never give up. I truly
wasn't giving up; I was just being realistic.
"Okay, " my hopeful heart said to my
realistic head, "consider this. Not less than
nine minutes ago. Hope was down by 20
points. Now they're only behind by three.
What you have just witnessed is only one
angel wing shy of a true miracle. Just four
points, some more pressure defense, and 16
seconds, and this miracle is gonna fly. "
"Be real, " my head retorted. "Do you
really think St. John Fisher is going to miss
again? Their cold spell is about to end.
The law of averages says it will. And when
it does, they'll be ahead by five or six
points. Thai's just too much to-overcome
with only a couple seconds to go. "
I wondered, of course, how many other
fans were having this wretched anatomical
debate. I looked around at the crowd. Hardly
a soul was sitting. Hands with white
knuckles were wringing rolled-up programs.
Yes. I was certain that I wasn't the only one
going through this head-heart volley. I
thought 1 saw that guy's shirt move over his
pounding heart and his fingers were massag-
ing his aching temple. No doubt. His head
and heart were in communication, too.
The clock continued its merciless
countdown. 16. ..15. ..14. ..13... Incredi-
ble. Dina Disney swished a perfect
three-pointer. The score is tied.
"Now won 7 you believe me? " heart
cried.
"But Fisher has the last shot. " head
replied.
11. ..10. ..9. ..8. ..7. ..6.. .5. ..0h my.
Dina Disney just caused an offensive
charging foul. Hope's got the ball -back-.
"We're gonna win." heart rejoiced.
"It's not over yet, " head proclaimed.
4... 3... 2... 1... 1/2... Unbelievable. Dina
Disney was fouled. She's going to the free
throw line to shoot one-and one.
"She hasn't missed from the line in 16
games. She gonna make it. heart cheered.
"Please don 7 miss now. " head pleaded.
Well, of course, you all know about the
storybook happy ending by now. As Dina
Disney .walked away from the line after
making her game-winning free throw, tears
Hooding her eyes with joy. teammates
squeezing her with the same joy. 1 tell a
lump in my throat, too. At that moment 1
knew I'd never see another game like that
again in my lifetime.
So. do 1 believe in miracles?
My heart answers an unequivocal yes.
My head is still having a hard time
believing it. Js
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The day the building died remains remembered
Van Raalte Hall stood on the latjd immediately east of Dimnent Memorial Chapel for 78 years.
“I think we’re much more
conscious ... of how de-
vasting such a catastrophe
can be. ”
— Jon Huisken
by Greg Olgers *87
rphe glow from the blaze had been
1 visible 12 miles away.
In the early morning hours of Monday.
April 28. 1980. 78-ycar-old A.C. Van
Raalte Memorial Hall was consumed in a
rush of tlamc that left the live-story
building a hollow shell. Hours later, even
the shell had been knocked down.
Displaced by the fire were all of the
eollegc's administrative offices except the
Admissions Office. Many irreplaceable
college records were lost.
The physical scars have disappeared in
the 10 years since. Where Van Raalte once
stood there is a rich carpet of grass, popular
with students playing frisbee, or catch, or
studying while enjoying warm fall and
spring days.
The different offices have all found new
— and improved — homes in DcWitt
Center. Many records were recovered from
the ruins, and others — such as the regis-
trar's student files — had been microfilmed
before the fire, and were duplicated.
And while it might be overstating the case
to say that there are unhealed emotional
sears, the staff members who remember the
disaster do have a great appreciation for the
destructive power of fife. Of the 61 employ-
ees housed in the building. 23 remain at the
college.
"I think we're much more conscious of
what catastrophe means and how devastat-
ing such a catastrophe can be." said Jon
Huisken. dean for academic services and
registrar. "We often don't think in terms of
losing practically everything in youroffice
— which is what we did."
As a result of that understanding,
precautions are now taken to minimize the
impact of future disasters. "It certainlyhad
an effect on our record-keeping." said Barry
Werkman '64. business manager and
controller at Hope.
"Ten years ago we used to keep every-
thing in paper form, and just out on shelves
or in storage cabinets." Werkman said.
“Today everything is on microfiche, safely
locked away in fireproof vaults, cabinets
and safes, with the duplicates at an off-site
location." Werkman served as "cleanup
coordinator" after the fire, sifting through
the rubble in search of salvageable files and
equipment:
The precautions extend beyond institu-
tional policy as well. Phyllis Kleder '73
Hooyman. director of financial aid at Hope,
has been known to carry her "office
manual" out of DeWitt Center during fire
alarms — just in case.
Miraculously, the manual, years in the
making, was not destroyed in the 1980 fire
— even though it had been lying out in the
open, on a wooden shelf, in the hottest part
of the conflagration. During the cleanup,
with the entire area destroyed, the manual
was found in the rubble, only slightly
charred and completely readable.
Similar stories abound, and have become
campus folklore. Werkman had taken the
1980-8 1 budget home the Friday before the
fire: the college's main ledger survived in
a safe: the Nykerk Cup — normally stored
in Van Raalte — had been in winningclass
chairperson Sally Berger '80 Rcschke's
apartment.
Other anecdotes are almost eerie. A
poster proclaiming "Some Things Ought to
Stay the Same" adorned the office of Dave .
Vanderwel '67. then dean of students. The
wall — and poster — were untouched by
the fire.
DarrTopp. then director of placement,
who lived a few blocks south ol campus,
found on her front lawn a singed and torn
remnant of the fire: a page from a hymnal
on which was readable the title and first
line of "O Worship the King."
Traumatic as it was. the fire did have
positive effects, such as the spirit of
cooperation that followed.
"I think it brought the employees together
as a team, from the President on down."
said Nancy Emerson, manager of accounts
receivable. "Not that we're not a team now.
but everyone just worked together and
helped each other."
“1 think it is remarkable the way a
community comes together following a
disaster, not only to reconstruct thing but
also to support each other and work together
and make things happen." said Bruce
Johnston, assistant dean for student de-
velopment.
Johnston noted, for example, that all the
student room assignments for the next year
had been destroyed in the fire — making it
necessary to ask the students to tell the
student affairs office where they were
supposed to live. The students all responded
honestly.
And the fire's “survivors" agree that
DeWitt as a facility far surpasses Van
Raalte. The offices are organized more
efficiently, and the building is more comfort-
able — and less quirky. "In our office in
Van Raalte in the summer, you couldn't
have on the air conditioning units, the
lights, and make coffee at the same time or
you would blow a fuse in our little corner."
Johnston said.
Van Raalte's shortcomings were well-
known in 1980. and the college had planned
to replace it w ith improved administration
offices. Some estimates, though, had
placed the new construction 10 years in the
future.
Forall its faults, however. Van Raalte
Hall had been part of the Hope College
family, and its eccentricities are remem-
bered w ith affection. Perhaps that is whv
commemorativ e bricks from Old Main can
be found in many of the offices in DeWitt
Center. ^After the lire of Monday. April 28. 1980. all that remained of the building was a shell.
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Hope students
O pring is the season that students find
^out about independent awards, such as
graduate fellowships and other academic
honors.
Several Hope College students have
already been recognized outside of Hope
for outstanding achievements during the
past year. A few of them, and their ac-
complishments. appear here:
AIR FORCE SCHOLARSHIPS:
Michael Cheek of Midland. Mich., De-
borah Quint of Kentwood. Mich, and Brian
Vroon of Kalamazoo, Mich., all seniors,
have been awarded three of 260 highly
competitive medical school scholarships by
the U.S. Air Force through the Armed
Forces Health Professions Scholarship
Program (AFHPSP).
As scholarship recipients, the three
students were also commissioned as second
lieutenants in the U.S. Air Force Reserve
at ceremonies on Wednesday, Feb. 21 and
Friday, March 2. There were 800 applicants
for the multi-year, full-tuition scholarships.
"These three young people and the
school have achieved a distinct honor," said
Captain Chuck Joseph, chief of the opera-
tions branch of the 3554 United States Air
Force Recruiting Squadron. "They have
competed nationwide for 260 Air Force
Health Profession scholarships with stu-
dents from all across the nation, from any
school and every school.”
Joseph noted that applicants for the
scholarships had studied many disciplines,
including biology, zoology, chemistry,
aerospace engineering and computer
science. Others had even earned master's
or doctoral degrees.
Joseph praised Cheek, Quint and Vroon
for both the strength of their academic
credentials and the breadth of theircollege,
community and service commitments. He
also complimented Hope College for the
well-rounded training it had provided.
"The students that enter college here are
exceptionally well qualified, but they are
even more well qualified when they leave
this institution because of the fine instruc-
tion they’ve been exposed to." Joseph said.
“And it must also be the philosophy of the
Sophomore Kerstin Byorni of South Bend,
Ind. received a prestigious NEH Younger
Scholar Award.
3arii off-campus awards and recognition
Everx major Hope College musical group, and main- smaller ensembles, played before an appreciative audience at DeVos Hall at Grand
Rapids, Mich, on Tuesday. March 6 during the college’s "Musical Showcase." Pictured from left to right are the members of the
Saxophone Quartet: junior Elliott Church ofTraverse City, Mich. -.junior Kevin Rosenau oj Cadillac, Mich.: sophomore Frank Magnotta
of Grand Rapids, Mich.: and senior John Sarafa of La Mesa, Calif.
school to not only pursue academic excel-
lence but also service to community and the
leadership that goes along with it."
The scholarships Cheek. Quint and
Vroon received will pay full tuition and
required educational fees at any accredited
allopathic or osteopathic school in the
United States or Puerto Rico, reimburse-
ment for books and required equipment,
and a $706 per month stipend each year.
While in medical school. Cheek, Quint
and Vroon will be members of the U.S. Air
Force Reserve, and will be required to serve
a 45-day tour of duty each year. Upon
completing medical school, they will
assume active duty with the U.S. Air Force
as captains in the Medical Corps, and will
be obligated to serve for at least three years.
Cheek is a biology major with a minor
in biochemistry, and is interested in or-
thopedic medicine. Quint is a biology major
who plans to pursue the study of internal
medicine. Vroon is a computer science
major with a minor in biochemistry.
YOUNGER SCHOLAR: Kerstin
Byorni, a sophomore and classics major
from South Bend, Ind., has received a
prestigious Younger Scholar Award from the
National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH).
The award will provide $2,000 in support
for Byorni to conduct research for nine
weeks during the summer of 1990.
Byorni will be studying the Roman
philosopher Seneca, who was a tutor of the
emperor Nero and a contemporary of the
apostle Paul. Her research will focus on
possible inconsistencies in Seneca’s Stoic
doctrine as it is presented in his essays and
in his tragedies.
Byorni’s project, under the direction of
Dr. Albert A. Bell Jr., associate professor
of classics and history, will involve exami-
nation and comparison of passages from
Seneca’s works and readings in modern
secondary literature about Seneca. She will
produce an essay presenting the results of
her study.
Byorni is the second Hope classicist in
three years to win an NEH Younger Scholar
Award. Craig Stapert ‘89 of Grand Rapids,
Mich, received a similar grant in 1988.
Byorni plans to go on to graduate school
and pursue a teaching career.
MARINE ARTICLES: Brian Andrew, a
senior from Shavertown. Pa. earning a
major in history and a minor in political
science, has had two articles published in
Marines, the official magazine of the U.S.
Marine Corps.
"Marines' First Mission ofWWIl."
published in the April. 1989 edition,
describes the first overseas action by
American troops during World War II . The
Marines’ duty was to defend the island of
Iceland.
"General Order No. 241 Created Fleet
Marine Force." published in the Sept. . 1989
edition, discusses the need for and the
development of a Marine amphibious
landing capability in 1933.
. The articles were written while Andrew
was interning for Marine Corps Historian
Bud Shaw ’49 during the college's
Washington Honors Semester Program.
QUARTERLY ARTICLES: Elizabeth
Pechta, a junior communication/political
science major from Hillsdale, Mich, who
is a participant in the college's 1990
Washington Honors Semester, has had four
signed and several unsigned articles appear
in January and February in Congressional
Quarterly Weekly Reports.
The reports are the leading weekly
resource on Congress, widely used by
congressional staffs, academics, libraries,
lobbyists and businesses.
The articles were written while Pechta
was interning for Congressional Quarterly's
deputy managing editor. Mark Willen.
Congressional Quarterly takes very few
interns. Pechta. thus, was givensubstantive
assignments throughout her six-week
internship.
ANCHOR HONORS: The anchor
earned a first class rating with two marks
of distinction from the Associated Col-
legiate Press ( ACP) for the fall semester.
1989.
It was the third semester in a row that
the anchor received a first class rating, but
was the first time the paper earned any
marks of distinction.
The anchor was co-edited by Jim
Monnett, a junior from Solon. Ohio, and
Beth Pechta, a junior from Hillsdale. Mich.
GRADUATION
Approximately 520 graduating seniors
will be receiving their degrees at the
125th Hope College Commencement
Ceremony on Sunday, May 6 beginning
at 3 p.m. in Holland Municipal Stadium.
Baccalaureate will be held earlier that
day, at 11 a.m. in Dimnent Memorial
Chapel.
This year's Commencement speaker
will be Dr. Boyd Wilson, associate
professor of religion. The Rev. Robert
Bedingfield '56 will give the Bac-
calaureate sermon.
Dr. Wilson, who has been a member
of the Hope faculty since 1982, was
elected the Hope Outstanding Professor
Educator (H.O.P.E.) by the graduating
seniors in 1987. Rev. Bedingfield has
been pastor of Central Reformed Church
in Grand Rapids, Mich, since 1988, and
had previously served as pastor of The
Reformed Church of Bronxville. N.Y.
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Passing the torch
Alumni help prospective students learn about Hope
Alumni callers help provide prospective students with personal insights into the Hope
College experience. Pictured from left to right are Peggy Hallacy '86, admissions
counselor, and alumna volunteer Ruth Ausema '61 Hofineyer
by Susie Renner ’90
everal years ago the Admissions Office
l^at Hope College discovered an effective
method of giving prospective students an
honest, knowledgeable view of the college.
The Admissions Office utilizes alumni by
asking them to call prospective students who
have recently been admitted to Hope. The
purpose of the Alumni Calling Program is for
alumni to call students who have just been
accepted for admission and congratulate them
on being accepted, in addition to answering
questions they might have about Hope.
Prospective students genuinely ap-
preciate the personal contacts made by
alumni. They appreciate the warmth and
caring from an interested alumnus, and find
it helpful to get to know someone who can
answer their questions on a less formal
basis.
“When I got a call, the alumnus made it
clear to me that he was calling to make his
knowledge about Hope available to me,”
said Sonya DeMerchant, a freshman from
Ann Arbor, Mich. “The alumnus who called
me was very willing to talk to me and he
gave me the information about Hope that I
needed. I found it very helpful to talk with
an alumnus.”
“I was glad that an alumnus called me
because I got another opinion from someone
who had graduated from Hope,” DeMerchant
said. “I was also glad that the alumnus
encouraged me to call back if I had any
questions.”
The Alumni Calling Program is currently
in its seventh year. Alumni are asked to
contact two to five students, depending on
the area in which they live, and are sent a
card with the accepted student’s name and
an interest of the student.
“I decided to help recruit prospective
Hope students because I initially thought it
was a neat idea.,” said Judy Steegstra ’64
Christiansen of Midland, Mich. “I have
continued to be a part of this program
because I’ve enjoyed calling students from
my area.”
“I really believe in Hope College and had
a wonderful experience here myself — as
did my children,” said Ruth Ausema ’61
Hofmeyerof Holland, Mich, (daughter
Mary graduated in 1983; son Mark in 1984).
“And I would like to encourage as many to
come as I can."
Alums spend about 10-15 minutes
talking with a student about their own
experiences at Hope.
“Sometimes a phone conversation only
lasts five minutes,” stated Christiansen.
“Some students don’t have specific ques-
tions about Hope but feel good that I took
the time to congratulate them.”
Peggy Hallacy ’86, an admissions
counselor at Hope, coordinates the calling
program. She noted that the alumni callers
provide an important means of learning
about and discussing the college.
The program also helps convey a sense
of the college’s character, according to Dr.
James R. Bekkering ’65, vice president for
admissions and student life. “For us at
Hope, given the nature of the institution,
what we want from the contact that alumni
have with prospective students is a sharing
of the quality of life; the quality of
academics; a sharing of the experience on
the part of alumni with students,” Dr.
Bekkering said.
Dr. Bekkering noted that involving
alumni in the admissions process is a fairly
common practice for colleges and univer-
sities. Most, however, use alumni to
interview and screen prospective students,
setting the post-acceptance program at
Hope apart.
DeMerchant, for one, found the inter-
action helpful. “I felt that the perspective
from the alumnus wasn’t biased,” she said.
“The Admissions Office was very helpful
in giving me an overall view of Hope.”
“The information I received from the
alumnus was a more specific, personal view
of Hope. I asked about the social life and was
happy with what I heard,” DeMerchant said.
Hallacy remarked, “The alumni don’t
realize how important they are to Hope
when it comes to recruiting. An alumnus
has a fun and exciting view of their own
personal experience at Hope.”
“Alumni are very influential to the
student when he or she is trying to make
his or her final decision,” Hallacy said.
“The call from someone who has been at
Hope reinforces to the student that the
decision is the right one.”
That was the case with Vicki Andrews,
a freshman from Midland, Mich. “Getting
a call from an alumnus reinforced the
decision that I had already made about
coming to Hope and I felt good about that
decision,” Andrews said.
DeMerchant also enjoyed the conversa-
tion she had with an alumnus. “By telling
me about his own experiences at Hope, and
reaffirming to me that I had made a good
decision, I knew that I would be very happy
at Hope,” DeMerchant said.
Christiansen noted that all of the students
she calls respond in a positive way. Prospec-
tive students are grateful that an alumna
would take the time to call them and
congratulate them personally.
“I think it helps the students make their
decision if they’ve talked to someone who
has gone to Hope,” said Christiansen.
DeMerchant made up her mind to come
to Hope before she received a call. “I had
already decided to go to Hope and that’s
why I really appreciated the phone call. I
had questions after my decision was made
and I was glad that an alumnus could
answer those questions.”
Alumni of all ages can be helpful to the
program, with different generations of
graduates providing different perspectives
on the Hope College experience.
“An alumnus who graduated 20 years ago
can offer a student an objective and
personal outlook about Hope,” said Hallacy.
Christiansen, who has been with the
Alumni Calling Program since its begin-
ning. thinks that alumni who have their own
children at Hope can give still another
perspective.
“1 feel that 1 know what's happening on
campus and that’s because my daughter is
currently a student at Hope,” Christiansen
said. “I have an advantage right now
because of this and want to help encourage
students to consider Hope.”
Since recent graduates have a more
current view of campus life, Christiansen
also encourages them to volunteer. “The
most recent grads haven’t been away from
the college scene as long,” she said.
Hofmeyer feels that she can offer a
helpful perspective as a Holland resident
whose children attended Hope. “A lot of
Holland kids hesitate to come here because
it’s not faraway from home — and our kids
felt like they were away from home,” she
said. “They were very independent.”
For the past four years, the number of
alumni volunteers has been decreasing and
the number of accepted students has been
increasing. The Admissions Office hopes to
recruit more volunteers so that each alumnus
will be asked to make fewer calls.
The office also hopes to contact more
students. Last year, there were 1,049
students accepted, 707 of whom were
actually contacted by Hope alumni.
With the number of high school seniors
declining nationwide, competition among
colleges for new students is becoming more
intense. The Alumni Calling Program is one
way the Admissions Office at Hope tries to
reach prospective freshmen as effectively
as possible (the college has also developed
a program called HART — for “Hope
Alumni Recruitment Team” — that has
alumni contact good prospects prior to
application).
‘This is one important link in the toal
chain,” Dr. Bekkering said. “As the numbers
of high school seniors decline, we can look
at getting a larger share of a declining
market and keep the number of appl ications
the same.”
“Another way of looking at it, and the
two are not mutually exclusive, is really
capitalizing as much as we can through a
focus on the kids who have been accepted
and to get as high a percentage as we can
of those kids who have been accepted to
enroll,” Dr. Bekkering said.
And, if success with prospective students
is a valid indicator, participation in the
program is a way for Hope graduates to
make a positive difference.
"I think that the alumni are helping Hope
and this program should continue,”
DeMerchant said. “As an incoming
freshman, I know I appreciated the personal
contact and I think it’s a good thing for
alumni to call us.” ^
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alumni alert
by Janet Mielke ’84 Pinkham
17»inal preparations are being made for
this year’s Alumni Weekend, May 4-6,
1990. The entire College looks forward to
your return, be it to celebrate your class
reunion, or to enjoy the annual Alumni
Association Dinner and festivities. If you
have attended Alumni Weekend in the past,
you know what a special time it is for
members of the Hope family. Classmates
who have not seen each other in years are
soon excitedly talking as though no time
has passed. What a treat it is to see the joy
on their faces and to hear the laughter.
Of added interest this year is the opportu-
nity to tour the newly renovated Van
Zoeren/VanderWerf complex. The former
library and its physics and mathematics
neighbor have undergone extensive ar-
chitectural changes and are now linked to
Van Wylen Library. Those of you arriving
on Saturday morning will register for your
reunion in the lobby of this beautiful
facility, and will have the opportunity to
experience firsthand the new Computer
Aided Design laboratory, microcomputer
lab, and model classroom.
We in the Alumni Office are particularly
grateful for excellent reunion leadership
from each class. Committees have been
working for several months and have an
enjoyable weekend planned for everyone.
Reunion letters and survey forms have
been mailed. However, if yours is a reunion
class and you have not received informa-
tion, please contact me immediately and I
will send the necessary materials.
In addition to class reunions, Alumni
Weekend will feature the annual meeting of
the Alumni Association in the form of
Saturday evening’s traditional Alumni
Dinner in Phelps Hall. A highlight of the
evening is the presentation of the year’s
Distinguished Alumni Awards. Honored
this year will be Watson Spoelstra ’32,
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’60. A reception in honor of the recipients
will be held immediately afterward in the
Maas Center. If you would like to attend,
I urge you to make your reservation today
by calling the Alumni Office.
Research and recommendations for
Distinguished Alumni Award recipients is
on-going. We ask you to allow a minimum
of one year for your submission to be fully
researched and reviewed by the Alumni
Board. Selection of award recipients is a
most important task, and the Board is
anxious to receive names of those individu-
als you feel are deserving of the Alumni
Association’s highest honor.
During the past few months, the Alumni
Office has been working with alumni,
parents and friends in Rochester, N.Y. and
the Research Triangle Park area of North
Carolina to survey needs of the Hope
family, and to identify potential leadership
for the establishment of active Alumni
Association chapters.
Completed survey forms continue to
arrive at my office, and both chapters
should be in place before the summer is out.
These local organizations will serve the
needs of Hope alumni and friends on both
an informational and recreational level.
Each will have its own officers and will
host alumni events at least twice yearly.
Individual chapters are also given the
authority to elect their own representative
to the Hope College Alumni Board.
Surveys for potential chapters in the Los
Angeles and San Francisco areas will be
mailed soon. If you would be interested in
establishing an active alumni chapter in
your area, please contact me.
More regional events are headed your
way! Among them are: Cedar Grove, Wis.
The event, to be held at the DeZwaan
Restaurant on April 24 at 7:30 p.m., will
feature Hope Chaplain Jerry Van Heest ’49 .
On May 10, Lansing, Mich, will host a
get-together. Boston-area alumni and
friends will meet for brunch on the after-
noon of June 3 at the home of Carole
Whittemore in Belmont. President Jacobson
will be joining us. Watch your mail for more
details!
This year’s Alumni and Friends Golf
Outing at the Holland Country Club is
scheduled for July 1 8 . As in previous years,
we will have a morning and afternoon
shotgun start, and once again record-break-
ing attendance is anticipated. Those of you
who will be in the Holland area on vacation
during July are also encouraged to join us
for fun, prizes, good food and an overall
GREAT time!
Thanks to all of you. This has been a
terrific school year. Your assistance to the
Alumni Association and your support of our
Alma Mater means a great deal. It is
concerned friends like you who continue to
make Hope such a special place. I look
forward to seeing you on campus. May 4-6.
Watson Spoelstra '32 Lloyd J. Lemmen '44 Daryl Siedentop '60
Three to receive DA A
fTThree Distinguished Alumni Award /
(| presentations will be made during
Alumni Day on Saturday, May 5.
Being honored with the award this year
are Watson “Waddy” Spoelstra ’32 of St.
Petersburg, Fla., Lloyd J. Lemmen ’44 of
Muskegon, Mich, and Daryl Siedentop ’60
of Worthington, Ohio.
The annual Distinguished Alumni awards
are made by the Alumni Board of Directors
in recognition of the awardees’ contributions
to society and service to Hope. Nominees for
the awards are continually solicited by the
Board, and may be submitted by any member
of the Alumni Association.
An on-campus evaluation committee
prepares a list of nominees from which the
Alumni Board chooses the recipients. The
names of candidates considered but not
selected in a given year are kept on file for
future consideration.
Watson Spoelstra, Class of 1932, is
recognized for his loyal service to the Lord
Jesus Christ, the sports world, and Hope
College.
Spoelstra is director of Baseball Chapel
in the Florida State Baseball League, is a
guest writer for Guideposts magazine, and
is actively involved with Fellowship for
Christian Athletes. All of his current
activities follow many years of making the
Word of God known to athletes.
After graduating, Spoelstra joined the
Holland Evening Sentinel, where he wrote
sports and general news, and later joined
The Detroit Free Press, the Associated
Press and the Detroit News.
Once described as a heavy drinker, and
known for his easily ignited temper,
Spoelstra accepted Jesus Christ as his
personal savior in 1957 when his critically
ill daughter was healed after prayer.
Spoelstra subsequently worked with
evangelist Bill Glass, producing the public
relations materials for his crusades. After
retiring from sports writing in 1973,
Spoelstra started Baseball Chapel, which
provides Sunday worship services for major
league clubs on the road.
Although retired from the organization’s
presidency, he remains active through his
current position, organizing and developing
Bible studies, providing players with Bibles
and tapes, and writing a bi-monthly
newsletter titled “Closer Walk,” which he
publishes and mails at his own expense.
Lloyd J. Lemmen, Class of 1944, is
recognized for his dedicated service to the
medical profession and his commitment to
Hope College.
Lemmen has been practicing medicine
for more than 35 years. He currently
practices neurology two days a week in his
office, spending the other three days — plus
many weekends and evenings — at medical
clinics in Muskegon, Grand Haven and
Grand Rapids.
He earned his MD, MS and Ph.D. from
the University of Michigan, and in 1952
became an active-duty captain in the
Medical Corps of the U.S. Army, serving
as assistant chief and chief of the Neurolog-
ical Section at Tokyo Army Hospital.
Lemmen established a practice in Muske-
gon in 1959, and was for many years the
area’s only neurosurgeon. Consequently, he
was on call all day, every day, and for 25
years he did not take even a single day off
for illness.
He and his wife, lone Strick ’44 Lemmen,
have supported Hope College in many ways
— the biology department’s disease re-
search in Ecuador, May Term programs,
campus facility renovations, establishment
of an endowed fund and establishment of a /
scholarship fund. Their four children
attended Hope: Kathleen ’73, Lloyd ’76,
Mileah and Lauri ’85.
Daryl Siedentop, Class of 1960, is
recognized for his commitment to higher
education, the field of physical education
and to Hope College.
Siedentop is a professor of physical
education in the School of Health, Physical
Education and Recreation at Ohio State
University, where he has been employed
since 1970.
After graduation, he joined the Hope
faculty, progressing from departmental
assistant to assistant professor from 1960-
65. Following the completion of his
graduate work, he was also an assistant
professor of physical education at Hope
from 1968 through 1970.
An internationally known scholar in
sport pedagogy, he is the author of nine
texts, many of which are used widely in the
United States and abroad, and several of
which have been translated into Japanese.
At Ohio State University he coordinates
the teacher education program in physical
education. His research program in the
behavioral analysis of instruction and super-
vision has won international recognition.
In 1984, he was awarded the prestigious
“Juan Antonio Samaranch Award” for his
research in sport pedagogy. The internation-
ally juried award was presented to him by
Mr. Samaranch, the president of the
International Olympic Committee, at the
1984 Olympic Scientific Congress.
In 1989, he returned to Hope as the
inaugural speaker in the college’s Presiden-
tial Lecture Series. ^
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News and informalinn for class nolcs. marriages,
hinhs. advanced degrees and deaths are compiled bj
Greg Olgers. The deadline for the next issue is May I.
40s
Pauline l.oew '43 Schulmaat lives in Barranquilla.
Columbia in Souih America, and works with a
seminary iherc. She has lived in Latin America for
more than 44^cars.
Timothy Harrison '49 of I ebanon. Pa. has been
appointed a world mission program associate with the
Reformed Church in America, with a three-year
assignment to the Ministry of Health in Oman.
50s
Paul l.upkes '50 v as chosen Clergyman of the Year
by the Civitan Club of Rapids City. S.D. The award
was given in remembrance of the four chaplains who
died when the U..S. Dorchester sank during World War
II. The award was given during Clergy Appreciation
Week, sponsored since I960 by the Civitans.
Jack Ryskamp '50 recently retired after 30 years with
the General Electric Company, where he held various
electronic equipment design and systems engineering
management positions at the Aerospace Division in ~
King of Prussia. Pa. During his career at GE. he
worked on the degign of many civilian and military
weather, communication and scientific satellite
projects. He also was an instructor in the physics
department of Hope College in 1953 and an aero-
nautical research scientist at the Lewis Research
Laboratory of NASA from I953-5X.
Nelson Stcgcman '50 is director of education at Faith
Reformed Church, having recently retired from
teaching.
Jack Hascup '53 on April I began work in the
Reformed Church in America's Finance Office as
receipts accountant.
Don Miller ’53 of Seattle. Wash, is president, chief
executive officer and majority owner of Fdcrer Inc,,
designers and manufacturers of special cranes and
material handling equipment for power-generating
plants, space programs, primttry meials.' contraction,
paper and parts.
Connie Van Z.ylen ’53 Ryskamp spoke at the Reading
Association of Ireland Internation conference in
Dublin. Ireland recently. Dr. Ryskamp's topic was
"The Pennsy lvania Comprehensive Reading Program."
She is presently on sabbatical leave from her position
as director of reading and special programs for the
Chichester School District in suburban Philadelphia.
Hans Vecning ’53 ischairand professor of chemistry
at Buckncll University.
Leonorc Fasce '54 Heldcr teaches French in Lansing.
Mich. . and has taken several trips to France as a guide
'to her students.
Donald Baird '55 has been appointed as program
coordinator for the Synod of Albany, working' with
three units of the synod and carry ing program
responsibilities in the areas of church development,
social witness and evangelism.
Spencer YVccrsing '59 is a dentist practicing in
Montague. Mich.
John E. Zwyghuizen '59 is pastor of Abbe Reformed
Church in Clymer. N.Y.
60s
Gary Bylsma |60of Grand Rapids. Mich, since April
19X9 has been w ith Bisscll Inc. as Corporate Vice
President of Human Resources.
Edwin A. Simmons '60 has been appointed audio
visual coordinator at Keystone Junior College.
Terry Hofmeyer '61 in January began a three-month
tenure as acting city manager in Hart. Mich., hired on
an interim basin to replace the city's former city
manager.
Adina Yonan '61 Van Buren teaches French in a
private institution founded in 1928 that begins teaching
French to lirst grade students, increasing the class time
to a daily 40-minule class in the eighth grade.
Gretta Bouman '61 Xander and her husband have
been living in the southern part of the Netherlands for
4.5 years. She keeps busy by editing one club
newsletter and writing a travel column for another, and
w as recently awarded a Helping Hands award for her
volunteer work with the local' U.S. Army base.
George Jacob '63 on July I will begin a new position
as superintendent of the Ravenna '(Mich. ) Public-
Schools.
Bcula Kampcn '63 Maris of Manhasset. N.Y. is
teaching and initiating a national French honor society
in her high .school.
Richard Bennink '65 since Oct. 15 has been director
of pastoral care and education at University Hospital-
UMDNJ (University of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey) in Newark. He and wife Nancy are living
in Marlin's Creek. Pa. in a 152-year-old building which
was originally a church but has been converted into a
home.
Laura Kupfrian '66 Burl is working withThe Hunger
Project in San Francisco. Calif, as a senior staff
member, heading up a campaign to reach two million
high school students about hunger by the end of 1990.
She notes that free copies of the video '-Video Famine
and Chronic Persistent Hunger" are available to
educators and service clubs'at: The Hunger Project:
1-388 Sutler Street: San Francisco. Calif.' 94109.
Mary Jane Dixon '66 of Forest Hills. N.Y. is teaching
about computers to elementary students in Elmhurs'l.
N.Y.
Bill Hultgren '66 recently observed the 15th
anniversary of his appointment as city attorney with
Dearborn. Mich. He has held the position longer than
any corporation counsel in the city's history'.
James Pierpont '66 has joined Dain Bosworth
Incorporated as a senior vice president/director of
corporate linance.
David Styf’69 is principal of North Godwin (Mich. )
Elementary School.
70s
Richard Borst ’70 has assumed the duties of senior
pastor of First Reformed Church in Zeeland. Mich.
Ruth Ooslerhof ’71of Muskegon. Mich., who was
profoundly deaf, in 1987 successfully received a
Cochlear Implant, which has restored a significant
amount of her hearing. She enjoys and is active in
sharing the news with others through participation in
research, giv ing lectures around the country and
writing.
Jon Constant '72 is coach of the Traverse City high
school basketball team.
Phyllis Kleder "73 Hooyman. director of financial
aid at Hope College, is currently serving as president
of the Michigan Student Financial Aid Association and
also serves as chair of the Federal Issues Committee
&
HOPE COLLEGE
ALUMNI
FUND
‘Kieli .-'(a/Mi/r » -jirfij/it 'J tillin'
Reunion Class Giving is the key
to reaching the $1,100,000 goal
from 50% of our Alumni
CLASS GOALS TO DATEDOLLAR/DONOR DOLLAR/DONOR
1940 $ 30.000/ 77 $31,000/ 60
1945 S 22.000/ 67 $11,000/ 60
1950 S 50.000/201 $25.000/ 155
1955 S 20.000/103 $22,000/ SO
, I960 SI 00.000/ 165 $73.000/ 130
1965 $ 50.000/165 $32,000/ 130
1970 $ 25.000/191 $20.000/ 140
1975 S 25.000/1 SI $20.000/ 135
Total 5320.000/ 1.150 $234,000/ 890 (77<7r)
YOl’R participation will make a difference! Please mail your reunion class gift TODAY.
lor the Midwest Association of Financial Aid
Administrators.
Greg Kalmbacher '73 and wife Carol, after six years
of study ing the Mpur language of Irian Java.
Indonesia, presented the first translated scripture
portions, the Christmas story, to the Mpur people in
December. They arc continuing their translation of
scripture this year.
Ray Wells is director of career services at the Culinary
Institute of America in Hyde Park, N.Y He is also
president of Eastern College Personnel Offices, an
association of some 600 corporate and college
members engaged in college career sen ices and
recruitment.
Brad Williams '73 in February performed and
discussed the art of puppetry in school workshops held
throughout West Michigan.
Dan Case "74 since January 1 has been Serving as the
assistant pastor of the First Baptist Church-United
Church of Christ in Bloomington. Ind.
Harvey Burkhour '75 of Jenison. Mich, supervises
staff in Marquette. Ml. Pleasant. Traverse City and
Jenison as well as a state-wide project for the M ichigan
Protection and Advocacy Service.
Steve Kupres '75 of Matthews. N.C. is currently
serving as the director of finance for the Andersen
Consulting Worldwide Organization.
Mark Williams '75 on Jan. I became directorof the
Michigan Stale Universjty Cooperative Extension
Service for Hillsdale County.
George A. George '77 is an artist liv ing in Paris.
France.
Stephen Bishop '78 is vice chief of staff of The
Memorial Hospital in Ovvosso. Mich. He is a family
practice' physician with offices in Chesaning. Mich.
Gale Easton '79 has joined Doctors Hospital of
Jackson. Mich, as a certified physical assistant.
Patricia Pulver '79 of Ccmcredch, N.Y. is working
as a physician assistant in emergeny room at University
Hospital in Stony Brook. N.Y
80s
Cindy Fowler '80 of Independence. Mo. isemployed
as a paraprofessional in a behavior disorder classroqfn
and is also a site director for an after-school age child
care program. Both jobs arc in the Kansas'City area.
She hopes to start work this summer on her early
childhood teaching certificate.
Douglas Van Der' Meulen '80 of Marshall. Mich, is
serving as the 1989-90 president of the Southwestern
District Dental Society, a component of the Michigan
Dental Association.
Betty Buikema '82 BirncrofWhceling. 111. hits been
accpcted into candidacy for the Ph.D. at Northwestern
University.
Rich Kennedy '83 has been promoted to the position
of "evening air personality " on WSSP-FM 104 in
Orlando, Fla.
Dave Herber ’84 was promoted to the director of sales
and marketing at Trans-Matic Mfg. in Holland. Mich.
Dave and his wife Wendy arc expecting their first child
in July.
John Hensler ’85 is currently working on a master's
degree in Environmental Communication and
Education at the School of Natural Resources at the
University of Michigan.
Jim Scheuerle ’85 is working as a research attorney
lor the Michigan Court of Appeals in Grand Rapids'.
Mich.
Kent J. Sutton '85 is a lieutenant in the U.S. Navy
and serving with Fighter Squadron- 154. Naval Air
Station. Miramar. Calif.
Jill Hoeskstra '86 of Ludinglon. Mich, is a client
service manager for Mason County Mental Health.
Mike Reisterer '86 is an assistant district attorney for
Kenosha County. Wis.
Katherine Reamer '87 Finch is currently teaching
vv ith DODDS in Augsburg. West Germany. She hits
been teaching second grade students for the past two
years.
Deborah L. Heydenburg '87 of Madison. Wis. since
July. 1988 has been a research associate in plant genetic
engineering at AgracCtus. a biotechnology company
in Middleton. Wis.
Aaron Pugh ’87 was chosen to represent Clemson
University in South Carolina in computer science by
giv ing a presentation of his research project to a group
of scientists in San Jose. Calif.
Brian Rosema '87 has been appointed sales and
marketing manager I'orTotal Services Inc. in Holland.
Mich.
PhilTanis '87 and spouse Michelle will be traveling'
through Europe for the spring and summer, and wilf
be settling in London. England on Aug. 8.
Ronald Boardway '88 is currently completing his
master's degree in clinical psychology at Wayne State
University in Detroit. Mich. This fall he will hold an
internship in the child/adolescent division of the
Aurora Corporation in Detroit.
Peggy Harv ey '88 is in Morocco with the Peace Corps.
Lisa Hendrixon '88 is the new assistant athletic trainer
and full-time physical education paraprofessional at
Buffalo Grove High School in Buffalo Grove. III.
John M. Houting '88 graduated from The Basic
School of the U.S. Marine Corps and has been
commissioned as a second lieutenant is the U.S.
Marine Corps.
David Bright '89 has accepted a position as minister
of music and director of youth and outreach at Si
Paul's United Church of Christ in Grind Haven. Mich.
Katie VerBcek '89Groendyk is employed by NBD
Bank in Grand Rapids in the branch management
program.
marriages
Richard Bennink '65 and Nancy Duff Chambers
Nov. 25. 1989.
Robin Bethke and Kathleen Lynn McCarty ’86.
Aug. 5. 1989. Grand Rapids, Mich.
Jerold Blacken '85 and Beth A. VandenBroek. Sept.
23, 1989. Kalamazoo, Mich.
Paul Boddy '74 and Sharon D'Ercole. Sept 30
1989. Midland Park. N.J.
David John Bright '89 and Mary Alice Smith '89.
Dec. 30. 1989. South Haven. Mich.
Merlin Buhl and Theresa Van Istendal '87. Aua. 5.
1989. Holland. Mich.
Scott Dunn and Nicolette Tienstra '82. Aua P
1989. Holland. Mich. '
Brian Groendyk '89 and Kathryn Ver Beek '89. Dec.
23. 1989. Grand Rapids, Mich.
Theodore Trcveilyan Hacker '83 and Anne Maraaret
Thurin. Oct. 27. 1989. St. Paul. Minn.
Bruce Lomnitzer and Beth Weisiger '86. Aug. 26.
1989. Sand Lake. Elgin. Ontario. Canada.
Joseph MillcrandEricka Smith '83. Dec. 29. 1989.
Plymouth. Mich.
Greg Smith and Moira Powers '87. Aug. 12. 1989.
Brad Stream and Colleen Vander Meulen '89. Sent
2.3. 1989.
Trent Walker '88 and Lynn Curley '87.
Rick Weese and Carla Plummert '87. Sept. 23
1989. Holland. Mich.
Michael Zitmari and Jill Van De Veen '86, Au» P
1989. Midland Park. N.J.
births
Kevin '83 and Nancy Reece '84 Combest. Abigail
Megan, Jan. 10. 1990.
Michael '80 and Regina Conti. Sabrina Marie.
March .31, 1989.
Brad '81 and Jeanne Cook. Samuel Bradford. Oct.
24. 1989.
Todd '81 and Sheila Erickson. Delaney Bryn. Jan.
30. 1990.
Alan and Janet Stephan '76 Harmon. Jonathan
Alexander. Nov. 30. 1989.
Andy and Terry Graham '77 Havlatka. Peter
Andrew. Aug. 24, 1989.
James and Barbara Koeppe '80 Hiadon. Kathrvn
Elizabeth. Feb. 25. 1989.
Louis '78 and Beth Daubenspeek '78 Hoekstra.
Katherine Rose, Nov. 15. 1989.
Tom and Sharon Smith '84 Huff, Scott William.
Sept. 28, 1989.
Robert '86 and Deborah Huisingh. Chelsey
Suzanne. June 26. 1989.
Doug and Linda Ott '83 Hunt. Carl Doualas. July
31. 1989.
Marty '81 and Kris Koop 81 Klein. Rachel Anne.
Nov. 6. 1989.
John and Carol Jones '81 Lawson. Faith Noclle.
Jan. 2.3. 1989.
Gerald "72 and Lynda Dethmers '71 Sittser. John
Charles. May 20. 1989.
Howard and Rachelle '82 Sturrus-Mason. William
Christopher. March 16. 1989.
Thomas III '8.3 and Linda Miller '8.3 Ten Hoeve.
Carissa Marie. Dec. 20. 1989.
advanced degrees
Brian Bauer '82. Ph.D.. microbiology. Aug.. 1989.
William Cook '69. Ph.D.. ornithology. Union
Institute.
Jayne Ellen Courts '85. doctor of medicine.
University of Michigan Medical School.
Karen Dimon '76. M.Div.. United Theological
Seminary of the Twin Cities. May. 1989.
Erin Flaherty '87. masters of science in industrial
technology. Purdue University. Dec.. 1989.
Karin Hansen '72 Jams, master of science in
communications. Northwestern University-Evanston.
June. 1989.
Douglas- Leafstrund '52. master of photographs.
Aug.. 1989.
Jeff McKeebv '85. medical degree. Georgetown.
May. 1989.
Kimberly Karpanty '85 Rich, master's degree,
dance education.
Mike Ringclberg ’77. B.S.. environmental health.
R-rris State University. May. 1989.
Jim Scheuerle '85. juris doctor. Detroit College of
Law. June. 1989.
Carol VandenHeuvel '68 Shaw. M.A.. Spanish.
Michigan State University. Fall. 1989.
Gerald Sittser '72. Ph.D.. University ol Chicago.
Dec.. 1989.
Marian Smallegan '45. doctor of divinity. Virginia
Theological Seminary. Oct. 24. 1989.
Ginns Bunon '73 Stuart. M.A.. guidance and
counseling. University of South Florida. Dec . 19X8.
Shelley Vonk 'SbToren. master of arts in teaching,
special education. Oakland University. Sept 1989
Mark Van Gessel '82. master's of science, crops and
soil sciences. Michigan Slate University. March. 19X9
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Robert Vogelaar •82. Ph.D. , California Institute of
Richard Weigeli '72, master of public adminstration.
Kean College. Union. N.J.. June. 1989.
deaths
Eugene Barnes ’49 ofWest Palm Beach. Fla. died
on Wednesday. Jan. 3. 1990. He was 63.
He played varsity tennis at Hope, and visited the
college during Homecoming, Oct. 7. 1989. A native
of Holland, Mich., he retired as an officer of the
American Continental Insurance Co. in Kansas City,
Mo. in 1987. .....
He was preceded in death by his wife Mary van
Loo ’49 Barnes in 1965, his father Jacob Barendse,
his mother Marguerite Barendse and brother Jack
He is survived by three sons, Randall M. Barnes of
West Palm Beach, Eric Barnes of Norfolk, Va. and
Christopher Bames of Syracuse, N . Y. ; two grandsons;
and nieces and nephews.
Howard Becksfort ’40of Ladysmith, Wis. died on
Monday, Feb. 5, 1990 following a two-year illness.
He was 71.
Bom Sept. 28, 1918, in Holland, Mich. , he was the
son of Henry and Johanna Becksfort. In addition to
his degree in mathematics from Hope, he had earned
a master’s degree from Tulane University and a
doctorate in mathematics from the University of
Syracuse.
He was a member of the 1940 Hope College
basketball team, which won the Michigan Intercol-
legiate Athletic Association Championship. He had
earned letters in baseball, football, basketball, golf
and tennis at Hope.
He was the retired dean of academic affairs at Mount
Senario College. , .
He was a member of the Community Choir, Kiwanis
and the American Legion, and was a past president of
Flambeau Valley Arts. He belonged to Our Lady of
Sorrows Catholic Church.
He came to Ladysmith in 1973 from Parsons College
in Iowa, where he had been dean of faculty. Prior to
that he had many years of experience as a professor
of mathematics at Carroll College, Western Michigan
University, Albion College, Ohio University and the
University of Syracuse.
Surviving are his wife, Lois; a son, Brad Becksfort
of Germantown, Term. ; two daughters, Jane Brown of
Waukee, Iowa and Paula Becksvoort of Racine, Wis.;
five grandchildren; a brother, Robert Henry Becksfort
of Niles, Mich.; and a sister, Norma Lemmen of
Lansing, Mich.
He was preceded in death by a son, David.
Viola Cook ’27 of Holland, Mich, died on
Thursday. Jan. 18, 1990 at her home following a
lengthy illness. She was 89.
Bom in Holland to Herman and Nettie Cook, she
had graduated from Holland High School. She was
employed as a teacher in the Holland area for a number
of years.
A member ofTrinity Reformed Church since 1911,
where she taught Sunday School, she was also a
member of the Ottawa County Teachers’ Association.
Surviving are a sister, Donna Brink of Holland; two
brothers. Vernon Cook of St. Petersbura. Fla. and Earl
Cook of East Eustis. Fla. ; a sister-in-law. Evelyn Cook
of Holland; nieces, nephews and cousins.
She was preceded in death by a brother. Lester Cook,
in 1984.
Gifts in memory of Roger E. Davis, professor of
music who died Jan. 25, 1990 (announced in the
February issue of /ieu’.v from Hope College), may be
contributed to the "Roger E. Davis Organ Scholarship
for Freshmen.” Support for the fund may be sent to the
Office for College Advancement; Hope College;
Holland, Mich. 49423.
Ruth Van Popering ’40 DePree of Marco Island,
Fla., died on Tuesday, Feb. 6, 1990. She was 72.
She was bom on Dec. 29, 1917. A former Holland,
Mich, resident, she had lived on Marco Island since
1977.
She and her husband . Hugh DePree ' 38 , have long
been loyal supporters of Hope College (Hugh served
as chairman of the college's Board of Trustees from
1966-78). Although the college’s DePree Art Center
and Gallery, dedicated in 1982, bears his name, the
stmeture was truly named in honor of both of them.
Ruth enjoyed the arts and golf, and also enjoyed
vacationing in Scotland. Her family was important to
her.
Surviving are her husband; three sons, Gregory
DePree ’66 of Naples, Fla., Douglas DePree of
Wolfboro, H.H. , and David DePree ’78 of Fort Myers.
Fla.; a brother, the Rev. Walter Van Popering of
Teaneck, N.J.; and six grandchildren.
Olive Bertsch ’19 Dodson ofTraverse City, Mich,
died on Saturday, Feb. 10, 1990. She was 93.
While at Hope she was a member of the Delta Phi
society. She earned her bachelor of arts degree from
the University of Michigan.
A retired teacher, she was chairwoman of the social
studies department and a teacher of world history at
public schools in San Bemadino, Calif. She began
teaching in 1928 and was a life-member of the National
Education Association and a member of the California
State Council of Education.
Bom in Holland on Oct. 22, 1896. she was the
daughter of Frank and Edna Pclton Bertsch. She was
a life-member of the Holland Chapter No. 40 Order
of the Eastern Star.
She married Ord E. Dodson, who preceded her in
death in 1951.
Surviving are a sister. Mildred Van Ecnenaam of
Traverse City, Mich.; a nephew and two nieces, and
Helen HofTmyer ’64 Fonger of Grand Rapids,
Mich, died on Monday, Dec. 18, 1989 after a long
battle with cancer. She was 47.
A graduate of Union High School, she served as
president of the Junior League and president of the
board of Project Rehab, and was active in the United
Way.
She and her husband, Robert, helped start The
Bridge, a program for teen-age runaways. Last year
she set up the volunteer and mentor programs at
Homeless Youth Services, part of the Advisory Center
for Teens.
Surviving are herhusband, Robert; a son, Stephen;
a daughter, Jill; her parents. Dale and Ruth Hoffmyer;
and a sister, Mary Grier, all of Grand Rapids.
Ki Bum Han ’56 died on Oct. 10, 1989. He was 57.
He had served as pastor of Korean church,
Westchester, Pelham, N.Y.
Things to remember when ordering your
TRANSCRIPTS!
* A written request is mandatory to release transcripts.
Telephone requests will not be accepted.
* Upon receipt ofawritten request, there is a 24 to 48-hour
processing period. You may fax a request, but must also mail
the letter and payment. No transcripts can be faxed.
* Transcripts cannot be provided if a person has a past due
account with Hope College.
* The charge for alumni is $3. Multiple copies may be obtained
by paying $3 for the first copy and $ 1.50 for each additional
copy.
* Payment is expected at the time of request.
For more information or requests for transcripts, please write:
Registrar’s Office
Hope College
137 East 12th Street
Holland, Ml 49423
Richard A. Jansma ’61 of Grand Rapids, Mich,
died on Dec. 11, 1989.
He had taught at Central Michigan University and
Michigan State University as a graduate student around
1970. He then began to suffer onslaughts of Chron’s
disease — attacks that gradually worsened. He had
been hospitalized for most of the four months prior to
his death.
Vera Jane Keppel ’21 Kennedy of River Forest,
III. died on Thursday, Jan. 4, 1990, of heart failure.
She was 89. , ,
Bom in Holland. Mich, on Feb. 13. 1990, she had
earned a master’s degree from Cornell University. She
taught speech and drama at Pennsylvania State
University and at Stephens College in Columbia, Mo.
She is survived by one sister, Ruth Keppel of
Holland; her husband, Thomas Lee Kenneday of River
Forest; one daughter, Jane Johnson of Winnetka, 111.;
and two grandchildren.
John Robert Koch ’66 of Vero Beach, Fla. died
on Monday, Aug. 14, 1989. He was 44.
He had been fighting adrenal-cortical cancer for
more than a one-and-one-half years, but his death was
rather sudden. At the time of his death he was a member
and the treasurer of Community Church, Vero Beach,
the A1CPA, F(Florida)ICPA and the Exchange Club.
He had remained in active practice until his death.
At Hope, where he had been an economics major,
he was business manager for the anchor and involved
in debate. Immediately after college, he was in the
United States Air Force for four years, finishing as a
captain in 1972 to return to school , eventually earning
a BBA from Florida Atlantic Uniiversity in accounting.
He is survived by his wife, Elizabeth Conklin ’68
Koch, and two children — Christine E. Koch, 14, and
David John Koch, 12.
Donald M. Martin ’37 ofTinlcy Park, 111. died on
Tuesday, Jan. 9, 1990. He was 80.
He had retired 13 years ago after 20 years as a
professor at the University of Illinois College of
Pharmacy. He had earned a doctorate from the
University of Michigan.
As a Hope student he had earned Michigan
Intercollegeiate Athletic Association records in the 100
yard Dash , the 220 yard Dash and the 1 20 yard High
Hurdles.
He won third place in the 200 meter run dunng the
Regional Olympic Track and Field Tryouts in the
preliminary competition at Grand Rapids Mich, the
events were sanctioned by the American Olympic
Committee to prepare a team to represent the United
States at the games of the XI Olympiad in Berlin,
Germany in 1936.
He was a retired Navy commander, having served
as a gunnery officer in World War II. A resident of
Tinley Park, he was a board member of theTmley Park
Library.
Survivors include his wife, Ella; a daughter, Barbara
Russian; two brothers, J. Dean and Charles; a sister,
Elizabeth Van Raalte; and a grandson.
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Catherine Nettinga ’33 on Tuesday, Jan. 9, 1990
in Rock Rapids, Iowa. She was 88.
She was the daughter of Komeleus Nettinga and
Susie Bylsma Nettinga, and was raised in the
Perkins-Hull, Iowa area.
She lived in various parts of the country until after
World War II, when she settled in Dallas, Texas. In
1985, she returned to Hull, Iowa with her sister, Susan,
and brother, Cathrinus.
She was a member of the American Reformed
Church of Hull, Iowa'.
Survivors include a brother and three sisters, Mrs.
Peter (Agnes) De Groot, Gcrrit and Susan, all of Hull;
and Mrs. Edward (Alice) De Boer, of Orange City,
Iowa; and nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by three sisters, Dena,
Jennie Wamljes and Julia Harmelink, and a brother,
Cathrinus.
Lester Vander Werf ’31 of Sheffield. Mass, died
on Monday, Jan. 22, 1990. He was 79.
Bom in Pella, Iowa on Feb. I, 1910, he wastheson
of Seth and Jessie Moss Vander Werf.
He was a life-long educator and had retired as dean
of the Graduate School of Education, Long Island
University in Brookfield. Previously he was founding
dean of the School of Education at Northeastern
University of Boston, and was a member of the -
National Education Association.
He had earned a master’s degree from Teachers
College of Columbia University and a doctorate from
Syracuse University.
Surviving are his wife, Mary Elizabeth Dixey; three
daughters, Leslie Lee ofWest Palm Beach, Fla. , Linda
Baier of Natick, Mass, and Dixey Nunes of Somerville,
Mass.; a sister, Lucille Lcmmen of Holland, Mich.;
and five grandchildren.
Jeanette Van Harn ’35 died on Monday, Dec. 25
1989 in Holland, Mich. She was 79.
She and her husband, John, served four RCA
churches; Conklin, Mich.; Hope, Grand Rapids,
Mich.; Immanuel, Chicago, III.; and Bethel, Holland.
Mich.
She is survived by her husband and four daughters
— Janice Van Ham, Mary Nagelvoort, Lois Groteler
and Judy Robbins.
Harmon Voskuil ’20 died on Thursday, Feb. 8,
1990, according to his niece.
Garret Wilterdink ’52 of Holland, Mich, died on
Monday, Feb. 12, 1990, at his home. He was 62.
.Bom in Holland in 1927 to William and Henrietta
Wilterdink, he graduated from Wyoming Park High
School, and served during and following World War
D^afirst lieutenant in the U. S . Army Air Force from
He graduated from Western Theological Seminary
in 1955. He received his master of arts degree in 1965
from the University of Chicago Divinity School and
later his Ph.D. He served the Ivanhoe Reformed
Church in Riverdale from 1955-60, and from 1960-68
he served the Midland Reformed Church.
In 1968, he joined the faculty of Western Theological
Seminary, where he served as director of field
education, secretary of faculty and president of the
particular synod of Michigan from 1970-71.
He was moderator for the Board of North American
Missions, and moderator of the Theological Commis-
sion. Upon his retirement in 1986, he was Western
Theological Seminary’s professor of preaching. He
was a member of Calvary Reformed Church and Adult
Bible School.
Surviving are his wife, Frances; his children,
Richard and Carol Dirkse of Holland, Randall and
Sylvia Wilterdink of Hannibal, Mo., Kathy Sparks of
Grand Rapids, Mich. , E. Joan and Marc Roy of Beloit,
,Wis., and E. Jane and Mark Maas of Holland; two
sisters, Jean Vollink of Grand Rapids and Doris Duke
of Florida; two brothers, Robert Wilterdink of Grand
Rapids and Murl Wilterdink of Grand Haven; a
sistcr-ip-law, Betsy Wilterdink of New Hamshire; 1 1
grandchildren, nieces, nephews and cousins.
He was preceded in death by a brother, Bernard
Wilterdink, in 1985.
sympathy to
The family and friends of Laura Welters of
Allegan, Mich. , widow of the late Edward J. Wolters,
professor of Latin and Chairman of Classical
Languages (at Hope from 1926-66). She died on
Saturady, Dec. 23. 1989, at age 89.
She was a member of the Holland Christian School
Eunice Society, the Hope College Faculty Dames,
Maple Avenue Christian Reformed Church and the
Ladies Aid, and was a former member of the Woman’s
Literary Club. Her husband preceded her in death in
Surviving are her children. Dale and Mary Wolters
of Grandville, Mich., the Rev. Lloyd and Catherine
Wolters of Saugatuck. Mich., Ann and Phillip
Fredrickson of Holland .June and Abram Van Hoeven
of Reddington Beach, Fla., and Mary Wolters of
Phoenix, Ariz.; 17 grandchildren; a number of
great-grandchildren; two sisters. Mrs. Gary (Julis)
Slenk of Holland and Marie Lemmon of Carson City,
Ctjlif.; a brother, Harry Lemmon of Cutlemlle, Mich. ;
nieces and nephews.
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Is there life after Hope?
Reflections after graduation on the real world
by Mary Taylor ’89
In that dear old town of
Holland, Michigan
By the inland sea,
(boom, boom, boom)
Stands Hope College
0 how I wish again
ever there to be.
Alma Mater loyal true
we will ever be to you;
When we’re old our song
will still be
H-O-P-E.
Go Hope!
Homecoming at Hope this past fall was
an odd experience.
Having been an alumna of that dear old
college in Holland, Michigan for just five
months at that time, I gained new meaning
from the occasion. Since last May, I have
been reminded several times in fleeting
moments that a certain era of my life has.
passed — that college really is over.
But on Homecoming night, 800 miles
away in Newark, Delaware, implications of
what it all meant came to my mind like
unwelcome guests, and this time those
guests wouldn’t leave.
1 knew all along that I would have a
difficult time moving on. I loved Hope
College dearly. My friends were’ undoub-
tedly the greatest people alive. I enjoyed
classes almost as much as I liked those who
taught them. Life was very, very good.
It’s too bad we have to grow up.
Not that I would want to remain 22.
Another year on campus would drive me
nuts in certain respects. It’s the growing up
and moving out that is so difficult.
People have always said that Hope is not
the real world, that somehow the area
between Ninth and 13th Streets, Columbia
and College Avenues, is an entity in itself,
existing according to its own code of rules;
a microcosmic fantasyland.
Things at Hope College, it has been said,
are not like they are in the outside world.
People at Hope College, many have
claimed, lead innocent, secure lives,
cloistered away and oblivious to the
dangerous threats of the outside. This belief
was ardently attacked by one columnist for
the school paper. “Hope is the real world,”
he said.
I didn’t believe him then either.
Hope certainly isn’t like the University
of Delaware. At Hope, Greeks are by far in
the minority. Professors know a student’s
name by the second day of class — and
remember it for 10 years. Students choose
to attend church on Sunday.
The field hockey team prays together
after every practice and before each game.
A person can walk from one end of the
campus to the other in 10 minutes and is
greeted in passing.
Students housesit for professors on
sabbatical and are frequently invited to
faculty homes for dinner. The campus is
dry, and male visiting hours are enforced.
And Holland isn’t at all like Newark. At
Hope I lived in a college-owned house nicer
than anything I’ll ever be able to afford.
The Grand Rapids-Holland area has a larger
number of churches per capita than any
other American metropolitan area.
Holland is the location of the Tulip
Festival. Streets, buildings and parks are
named DePree, DeWitt, Maas, Van Raalte,
Van Vleck, VanderWerf, Voorhees. Only
five restaurants within city limits are
allowed to hold liquor licenses, and every-
thing downtown closes at five o’clock.
And the one Jew I met in the four years
I lived there decided to convert to Christian-
ity during his bar mitzvah.
Here in Newark (New Ark — Newark is
in New Jersey) I live in an apartment
building with three families of children who
play kickball in the parking lot, four rugby
players on the five- or six-year college plan ,
and two university sophomores who play
their stereo at high decibel levels at all hours
of the day, all days of the week.
To some of these neighbors, Sunday is
the day Dad does his two hours a week of
visiting; to others, it is a day to recuperate
from the drinking that has been going on
all week.
On Main Street alone there are more than
five establishments with liquor licenses.
And I haven’t seen a single tulip.
While teaching my freshman composition
class I can’t help but compare it with
English 113, its Hope College equivalent,
and again am struck by the differences. Of
my 22 students here, four are black, one is
Hispanic, three are Jewish, only two are
blond, one guy was kicked out of school
the first weekend for marijuana possession
and the last person on the alphabetical roster
is Lisa Temovan — not Van Temovan.
To move one step further, the Midwest
and the East have their differences, too.
Eastern U.S. tends to be congested; its
residents are more short-tempered and lead
fast-paced lives. The Midwest is spread out;
people are more relaxed and noticeably
friendly.
Out East a person orders stromboli and
soda. In the Midwest she asks for pizza and
pop.
Hope isn’t like graduate school either. In
college I had a social life. I spent time in
the library, but that isn’t all I did. I told
myself that some things are more important
than classes.
Now I’m not so sure. Each issue arising
in a graduate class has a critic, theory or
intellectual current behind it, and every
third word in any conversation ends with
“ism.”
It could just be Newark or the East that
makes Hope College seem like such an
unreal haven. It could be because I’m in
graduate school. Maybe it’s being at a
university. Maybe it’s this university.
But since fellow Hope graduates working
in cities and towns all over the country are
making similar discoveries, and other
friends doing graduate work at Midwestern
schools are experiencing many of the same
feelings, I have become convinced that it
simply isn’t Newark, the East, graduate
school or a university setting that causes
Hope College to appear to be an ideal
never-never land.
Apparently, then, Hope College is not
part of the real world . And for this reason,
my beloved alma mater seems to a certain
extent accountable for the present difficulty
I’m having getting on with life.
If much of what I am is a product of my
environment, Hope seems particularly
responsible for my comparatively naive
outlook on life.
I am a trusting soul; I’m sure several
times my freshman students have given me
false excuses for missing class, but I’ve
swallowed these alibis and probably will
again. Believing that people would inten-
tionally lie is hard for me, as is accepting
the fact that some individuals don’t care.
Perhaps Hope is also to blame for my
present vulnerability. I am used to a small ,
friendly world and find myself rather
uncomfortable in this university setting.
Nearly every time I say hello to a passing
stranger, I am shocked and hurt at the
reaction to my attempt to be the person I
was in Holland. The person either assumes
something is wrong with me and flashes
a suspicious look, or he ignores me.
In other words, Hope College was too
nice to me. It was and continues to be a
retreat where people are too friendly and
life is too easy and anything upsetting is
too far away to worry about. It has made
life after graduation very difficult.
Better to have chosen a different under-
graduate school? Better to have gone to a
large public university where I would
immediately be educated in the ways of the
world? Better to have never been naive or
vulnerable?
I think not. Though it does make the
present time a more difficult transition, I
don’t regret attending Hope.
In fact, through this whole experience of
moving on I have become increasingly
grateful to have had those four years in the
happy, little, hopeful Holland haven. I am
thankful to have developed an outlook
distinctive enough to form a contrast. And
there are much worse characteristics than
naivete and vulnerability.
There is life after Hope . A life in the real
world, differing greatly from that of the
secure, non-threatening Holland campus.
Moving into this world is difficult
because for four years prior to the transition,
life was incredibly rosy. But better to have
experienced the happy haven of Hope for
a little while than never to have known it
at all.
Editor’s note: Mary Taylor ’89 is origi-
nally from Grand Rapids, Mich. While a
student at Hope she worked for the Office
of Public Relations, writing several articles
for news from Hope College and all of the
stories that appeared in the Hope College
section published in the Aug. 27, 1988 issue
of the Holland Sentinel.
She notes that despite the differences she
is enjoying her graduate program.
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